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WELCOME 
 

For thousands of years, no place has been more precious to God’s children 
than the land of Israel. God used the land to shape the lives of His people 
in the Bible, and He is doing the same today. Visiting the Holy Land is an 
unforgettable, faith-maturing experience.  

To gain the most from your tour, it is good to have some context and 
understanding of the places and areas we will visit. With a little bit of 
preparatory reading each day before you explore the sites of the land your 
trip will be so much more enriching. That’s why I have specially designed 
the tour to be more than a journey through history in an exotic part of the 
world. Your tour is customized with rich and meaningful teaching 
experiences built right in. The places you’ll visit, the people you’ll meet, 
the sites you’ll see, and the Scriptures you will study have been carefully 
chosen to minister to you. This tour journal is designed as an aid to help 
you retain the enormous amount of wonderful and spiritually beneficial 
information that will flood your senses during your time in the Holy Land.  

As a help with this, you will notice each tour day has assigned pages with 
six dedicated sections. The first three sections can be read at the beginning 
of the day before the tour begins. If you take the time to read the Scripture 
references for the day it will help you connect the scriptures to the sites on 
tour. 

 
Scriptures 

 
Bible Character 

 
Devotional 

This section gives the 
daily Scripture verses 

that connect to and 
identify with the 

biblical events at key 
sites, landmarks and 

places of interest. 

This section provides 
information about a 

prominent Bible 
character whose life 

and ministry occurred 
in the places you will 

visit that day.  

This section is 
designed to inspire 

you with a devotional 
thought for the day 

connected to the 
prominent Bible 

character of the day. 



LAND OF THE BIBLE TOURS 

Page | 2 

Each day, as you walk where they walked, you can ponder what it would’ve 
been like for the various Bible characters to live and serve God at the sites. 
It’s important to remember, there are places, buildings and sites that are 
described as actual or ancient sites and others as traditional sites. With the 
traditional sites, it’s safe to say, “if it is not here it is near.” 

Each day of your tour, there are three other sections in your journal for you 
to follow along with and enrich your tour experience. 

 
Insights 

 
Visualize 

 
Observations 

This section contains 
the main teaching 
notes for each site. 
There is a separate 
Insight section for 
each place which 

details the key lessons, 
truths and principles 

from that site or 
ancient landmark. 

As with the Insight 
section, this section 

will provide you with 
maps, diagrams and/or 

photos to help you 
better visualize sites 

whilst on tour.  

There is space for you 
to record your own 

observations, 
discoveries and 

personal notes as God 
brings His Word to 

light through the tour 
and teaching 
experiences. 

 
This journal is to help you later (after you get back home) when you go 
back over things (e.g., your photos as well as your memories of what you 
have learnt) to help you retain the abundance of teaching you will get. May 
I submit that you will forget far more than you remember if you don't take 
notes. Having said that, it is not compulsory to do so - there will not be an 
exam to sit on the final day! My prayer is that you will be blessed, enriched 
and equipped by the tour – that you might not only gain insights into the 
Scriptures that will aid you in your walk with the Lord, but what you take 
home will enable you to minister in a greater way to aid those that our 
Savior, Who walked this soil, brings across your path. 
 
God Bless, 
Kurt Skelly 
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Tour Overview 
 

Arrival – Arrive in Tel Aviv, 
stay at Galilee. 
 

Day 1 – Explore the Jezreel 
Valley region and Southern 
Galilee. 
 

Day 2 – Explore the Galilee 
region around the Sea of 
Galilee. 
 

Day 3 – Explore northern 
Galilee to the Golan Heights. 
 

Day 4 – Traverse the Jordan 
Valley region. 
 

Day 5 – Explore the ancient 
city of Jerusalem 
 

Day 6 – Tour more of the old 
city of Jerusalem. 
 

Day 7 – Traverse the Judean 
Wilderness and Dead Sea area. 
 

Day 8 – Visit the region around 
Jerusalem and ancient Judea 
and conclude in Joppa. 
 

Departure – From Tel Aviv 
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Israel in the time of Jesus 
 

The map below will help you identify the various towns and regions that 
existed in the time of Jesus, and allow you to get your biblical bearings. 
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ARRIVAL DAY – Galilee 
 

Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Maagan Kibbutz 

   (Upon arrival, you will be staying in Galilee at the hotel pictured below) 

 
Maagan Kibbutz is located on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. It offers a 
unique experience with a private beach, a mini zoo, and all rooms at this 
peaceful resort are overlooking the Sea of Galilee. 
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Caesarea Maritima Harbor 
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the 
Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 



LAND OF THE BIBLE TOURS – DAY 1 

Page | 7  

DAY 1 – Southern Galilee Region 
 

 
Scriptures 

Nazareth – Luke 4:16-30 
Cana – John 2:1-11 
Caesarea – Acts 8:40; 10:1-5; 
23:31-35 

Mt Carmel – 1 Samuel 25:1-7; 1 
Kings 18:20-46; Jeremiah 46:18 
Megiddo – Revelation 16:16; 1 
Kings 9:15-19 

 

 

Bible Character 

Andrew was one of the first disciples of Jesus (John 1:35-42). His quest 
for spiritual renewal had led him to John the Baptist. One day John 
pointed Jesus out to his listeners, saying, "Behold the Lamb of God!"  
 
So, Andrew followed Jesus from that day onward. He believed in Jesus 
as the promised Messiah, the Christ, and he hurried to tell his brother 
Simon (whom Jesus renamed Peter).  
 
As our guide for the tour today, imagine Andrew saying to you, “I was 
with Jesus from the very beginning and saw Him preach and teach all 
around this region. As you visit Cana and Nazareth, remember our Savior 
was rejected by His own hometown crowd, even after his amazing 
miracles. I am man of insight and courage who decided to follow Jesus 
and never turn back, let me encourage you to do the same.” 
 
Andrew, was both serious and cautious in spiritual matters. As soon as 
Andrew was convinced about Jesus, he began to witness. He found his 
brother and brought him to Jesus. If only all Christians did that!  
 
Though he was not a leader like his brother Peter, Andrew was a faithful 
worker. Most of the work of the church is done by people like him. 
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Devotional 

“One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him, There 
is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what 
are they among so many?” John 6:8-9 
 The Feeding of the Five Thousand is a miracle recorded in all four 
Gospel accounts. Andrew located a boy carrying around a basket with five 
barley loaves and two fish. Just like Philip before him, Andrew analysed the 
scenario with great doubt and asked, “but what are they among so many?”  
Andrew’s faith would’ve been spoken of for centuries had he not asked this 
question and simply brought to Jesus the little boy’s lunch. But he doubted 
that Jesus was able to do much with the little! However, in the story we 
must always remember the little boy. No one in the crowd would have 
thought that this boy mattered. No one would have imagined that what he 
was carrying in his little basket would not only be the provision of the 
moment, but the basis of one of the most significant sermons Jesus ever 
preached. 

This was one little boy in the crowd, with a little bit of seafood and 
bread, but he had been chosen by God to be a significant piece of the 
Messiah's redemptive plan not only for that day, but for the rest of human 
history. 

No one knew that after this moment, every man, woman, and child 
who trusted in Jesus and read the Bible would know this boy, know exactly 
what was in his basket that day, and know how Jesus used him to make the 
point of points about His identity. 

We will never know which little person God will use, and how. That 
means that we're never just lost in the crowd. We're never without anything 
to offer. The Lord knows us all. He knows where we are, what we have, and 
how we can be used. He can do eternally amazing things with the little 
fragments of our lives that we're carrying around and that we tend to think 
aren't worth much. 
 The boy selflessly gave up his little meal, and Jesus did with it what 
only the Son of God could do. Christ did the impossible through an 
unremarkable kid in the middle of a very big crowd. We just never know 
what God will ask of us. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Nazareth and the Precipice 

Nazareth is not mentioned in Scripture before the blessed annunciation of 
Gabriel to Mary concerning the birth of the Messiah. It was an 
inconsequential little village. The root meaning of the name means "to 
blossom" and here indeed the "Rose of Sharon," the Lord Jesus, grew up 
and blossomed into manhood.  

After Jesus preached in the synagogue and claimed the title of Messiah, the 
townspeople were so enraged that they took Jesus to the edge of the 
Nazareth Ridge and wanted to throw Him off into the Jezreel Valley. But 
He passed through their midst and departed (Luke 4:16-30). In their 
attempts to discredit Jesus, the Pharisees claimed, “for out of Galilee ariseth 
no prophet.” (John 7:52). But the prophet Jonah came from Gath-hepher, 
located right beside Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth (2 Kings 14:25). 

At Nazareth Village, bible scenes are brought to life by “villagers” who 
populate the farm and houses, living and working with the same type of 
clothing, pottery, tools and methods that Mary and Jesus would have used. 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Nazareth Precipice 

Left Photo: 
View from 

Precipice to 
Valley of 
Megiddo 

 

Right Photo: 
View from 
Precipice 

toward 
Nazareth 

 

Photo Credits: 
Eagle Consulting 

Services 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Nazareth  

Nazareth speaks to us of the patience of God. God didn’t rush His Son to 
Calvary. For 30 wondrous years Jesus grew up in the country town of 
Nazareth. The great lesson we learn is to be all God would have you to be 
right where you are and turn your Nazareth into a training ground for the 
greatness of God.  

 
Left Photo: Replica of Nazareth Synagogue from the time of Christ 

Right Photo: Traditional site of the Well of Mary in Nazareth 
Photo Credits: Eagle Consulting Services 

Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Cana 

   (You will not be stopping here on tour) 

The village of Cana, where Jesus first demonstrated His miraculous power, 
is still inhabited today. Situated 7 km (5 miles) north of Nazareth its name 
is preserved in Hebrew as Kafr Kanna.  

Cana possesses the distinction of being the site of Jesus' first miraculous 
display of power when He averts an embarrassing marriage ceremony crisis 
by turning water into wine (John 2:1-11). 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Zippori (Sepphoris)  

   (You will not be stopping here on tour) 

Zippori is located about 4 miles 
northwest of Nazareth. Herod Antipas 
(the son of the Herod the Great) 
invested heavily in building works in 
the town and made it the “ornament of 
Galilee”. It was the capital of Galilee 
during the time of Christ. Because of 
its close proximity to Nazareth, it was 
possibly a place Jesus and his step-
father Joseph worked as carpenters 
(Tektons - builders working with stone and timber). The above photo 
shows the amazing mosaic tiles on the floor of the synagogue. 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Zippori  

 
Photo Above: View from Zippori towards the town of Cana; 

Photo Credit: Eagle Consulting Services 
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Gate at ruins of Megiddo leading out 
towards the Jezreel Valley 
Photo Credit: Eagle Consulting Services 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Megiddo 

Megiddo stands on the southern edge of the Jezreel Valley and is probably 
the most famous battlefield in the world. In biblical times, Megiddo was 
one of three cities that guarded the Via Maris trade route. Standing near a 
critical mountain pass, it was the most strategic location on the well-
travelled road. Whoever held Tel Megiddo in the ancient world controlled 
the traffic and trade along the International Highway to and from Egypt. 
That meant both military and financial security. 

Megiddo once served as a center for pagan worship, and a bronze-age high 
place discovered there features a large altar dating back before the kings of 
Israel. According to Scripture, Megiddo served as the royal city of 
Canaanite king, Taanach, whom Joshua defeated (Joshua 12:21). Later, 
Solomon fortified Megiddo as one of his chariot cities (1 Kings 9:15). 
Ahaziah, king of Judah, was killed there (2 Kings 9:27) and King Josiah 
foolishly fought Pharaoh-Necho and was killed as well (2 Chronicles 
35:20-24). 

 
Photo Credit: Tel Megiddo. Eagle Consulting Services  
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The Israelites refused to drive out the Canaanites in Megiddo, as well as in 
Beth Shean, Taanach, and Gezer. These sites dotted the major roads that 
represented the front door to Israel. Not taking control of these cities 
amounted to not locking one’s doors at night. This compromise produced 
disastrous results, just as the Lord said it would.  Judges 2:3 “Wherefore I 
also said, I will not drive them out from before you; but they shall be as 
thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you.” 

Armageddon 

Using the Hebrew term for hill, "har," Hebrews referred to the hill of 
Megiddo as Har Megiddo. John used this term when he prophesied the 
location of the gathering of armies for the battle at the end of times.  He 
wrote, Revelation 16:16 “And he gathered them together into a place called 
in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.” (Har Megiddo). It was used as a 
symbol of the great battle between good and evil which will one day result 
in God’s triumph (Revelation 16:13-16). 

Baal Worship 

Canaanite worship distorted two of the most 
beautiful gifts God gave humans: life and the 
sexual relationship of husband and wife. 
God placed His people in Canaan so they 
could confront the evil practices of pagans 
with God's truth and love. Archaeologists 
have uncovered a large platform where these 
pagan practices occurred. (See photo).  

Mixing Righteousness with Evil 

The Israelites angered God by participating in the pagan worship while 
claiming to honor God. As a nomadic desert people, the Israelites trusted 
God as the God of the wilderness. But as they settled in fertile areas like 
the Jezreel Valley, they became attracted to the promises of the Canaanite 
fertility cults. 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Megiddo 

  
Photo Credit: Tel Megiddo. Courtesy of the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 

In biblical times, Megiddo was one of three cities that guarded the Via 
Maris trade route. It was the most strategic location on the well-travelled 
road. The photos below depict what the city may have looked like and the 
route of the Via Maris passing the three key cities. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Via Maris 

God placed the land of Israel in a position as the only intercontinental land 
bridge between the superpowers of the ancient world. The strategic 
International Highway, called the Via Maris (“Way of the Sea”) ran from 
the Fertile Crescent all the way to Egypt—the full length of the land of 
Israel. Israel stood at the crossroads of three continents — Asia, Africa and 
Europe — and the surrounding seas and deserts forced all who travelled to 
Egypt by land to traverse Israel. Thus, the armies of Egypt, Assyria, 
Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece and Rome all invaded Israel in order to 
control its International Highway.  When world powers travelled through 
Israel during biblical days, God’s people would either influence them or be 
influenced by them. Because of this influence, Israel’s central position 
among the nations proved to be a double-edged sword.  

As the highway ran north from Egypt, the road forked three ways in order 
to traverse the imposing Mt Carmel range. History illustrates how each of 
these passes was used: 

• Jokneam Pass (modern Route 70) 
• Megiddo Pass (modern Route 65) 
• Dothan Pass (approximately modern Route 585). 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Mt Carmel 

   (You will not be stopping here on tour) 

So beautifully bountiful is Mt Carmel that it became prophetically 
symbolic of God's blessing. The very name means, "God's vineyard." Its 
promontory point juts out like a prophetic finger on the Mediterranean 
coast. This is one of the most captivating sites of Israel's geography.  

The slope of trees and rocks gave stage to the Prophet Elijah’s showdown 
against the prophets of Baal, as recorded in 1 Kings 18:17-46. Mt Carmel's 
ageless challenge is the same: to risk your life to demonstrate the reality of 
the living God. Elijah led the way. Will you accept the challenge?  

Mt Carmel was also one of the dwelling places of Elisha the Prophet. The 
Shunnamite woman came to Elisha to seek his intervention in the death of 
her son (2 Kings 4:25).   

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Mt Carmel 

Mt Carmel’s scorching flames in December 2010. The largest fire in 
Israel’s history billowed so much smoke that a NASA satellite could 
photograph it. 

   
Left Photo Credit: Fires on Mount Carmel in 2010, by via Wikimedia 

Right Photo Credit: NASA Satellite image of 2010 fires on Mount Carmel. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Caesarea Maritima 

The ancient city of Caesarea was built in the 1st century BC by Herod the 
Great and became the Roman and Byzantine capital of the district and was 
later rebuilt by the Crusaders. 

After the death of Herod the Great in c. 4 BC/AD 1, Caesarea became the 
Roman seat of power in Israel for 500 years. Roman governors, including 
Pontius Pilate, resided in Caesarea.  Caesarea also played a prominent role 
in the history of Christianity: 

• Philip the Evangelist settled in Caesarea (Acts 8:40; 21:28); 
• The Apostle Peter travelled here to share the message of Jesus’ death 

and resurrection with a Roman Centurion named Cornelius (Acts 10-
11); 

• The Apostle Paul found himself imprisoned at Caesarea for two years 
(Acts 23:33-35; 24:27); 

• From Caesarea’s port Paul embarked on his death-defying sea voyage 
to Rome (Acts 26-28). 

A massive theatre for 3500 spectators overlooked the ocean. According to 
the Jewish historian, Josephus, the “theatre” gave stage to the agonizing 
death of Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12:20-23). 

 
Photo Credit: Caesarea theatre. Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Caesarea Maritima 

To ingratiate the Roman emperor, Herod raised a temple for Augustus on 
the hill above the harbor seen in the then and now photos below. 

   
Source: Israel Then & Now 

 
Photo Credit: Caesarea hippodrome and theatre. Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 

The glory of Caesarea is not to be found in the architectural genius of Herod 
and his builders, rather it is preserved in the gracious design of God for the 
salvation of Jew and Gentile alike which was first demonstrated here. 
Though nothing remains of Cornelius' abode, the glory that fell there on 
that historic day is Caesarea's lasting treasure! 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Aqueduct 

Mostly constructed during the reign of King Herod the Great, the majority 
of the great public buildings, infrastructure and monuments of Caesarea 
were built from around 22 BC onwards. However, the city had no reliable 
fresh water supply at the time of construction and the growing population 
demanded greater supplies of water to furnish the various public and 
private demands of a Roman city. The aqueduct was therefore built to 
provide this supply and was further expanded as the city grew in the 
following centuries. 

When Roman Emperor Hadrian visited Caesarea in AD 130, on his grand 
tour of the eastern part of the Roman Empire, the city’s growth required 
additional water. Hadrian then commissioned both extensive repairs to the 
existing Herodian aqueduct and a new aqueduct to be built. This new 
section (known as the high-level aqueduct II) was added to the right of the 
first canal and doubled its capacity. These twin parallel aqueducts were in  
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Day 1 Observations 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Sailing on the Sea of Galilee 
Photo Credit: Jen Bauer 
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DAY 2 – Galilee Region 
 

 
Scriptures 

Sea of Galilee – Luke 5:1-11 
Capernaum – Luke 7:1-10 
Magdala – Matthew 15:39 

Peter’s Primacy – John 21:9-17 
Mount of Beatitudes – Matthew 
5:1-16 

 

 

Bible Character 

The Apostle Peter will be our guide for this portion of the journey 
around the waters of Galilee. If he were leading the tour today, I can 
imagine him saying, “Don't worry, these waters are home to me. I grew 
up on its shores and learned to make a living out of its bounty. My formal 
education may not have been much, but you won't find a soul who knows 
the secrets of this place like I do. I don't guess there's a nook on this lake 
I haven't fished, a city I haven't visited, or a field I haven't examined. It 
was here I discovered my destiny. Here I met the Son of God and forsook 
my nets to follow Him. I'll always be a fisherman at heart and these shores 
will always be home, but the catch I seek now are the souls of men. My 
name is Peter and I am pleased to introduce you to the region that staged 
so many of my Master's most remarkable miracles."  
 
The Apostle Peter may have been the most outspoken of the twelve 
apostles in Jesus’ ministry on earth. He certainly became one of the 
boldest witnesses for the faith.  His beginnings were certainly humble in 
origin.  He was born about 1 B.C. and died sometime around A.D. 67. 
Peter was a Galilean fisherman and was the brother of Andrew.  The 
brothers came from the village of Bethsaida (John 1:43, 12:21).  
 
One thing that he is credited with is the special insight that he had 
concerning Jesus’ identity.  Peter was the first to call Jesus the Son of the 
Living God – the Messiah (Mark 8:29, Luke 9:20, Matt. 16:16-17).  
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Devotional 

“And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou 
shalt deny me thrice.” Luke 22:61 
 
A natural leader, Peter was a doer who often spoke up and motivated 
others when it was time to get things done. But sometimes Peter spoke 
when he should have kept quiet. Brave Peter promised loyalty and then 
didn’t follow through. Earlier he said, “Lord, I am ready to go with thee, 
both into prison, and to death.” (Luke 22:33) But in the priest’s courtyard 
he denied even knowing Jesus. Still, I think Peter deserves some credit 
for coming around and being there that night.  
 
While this account tells of Peter’s denial, it also shows the Savior’s love. 
In all that Jesus did here — allowing himself to be arrested and mocked, 
healing a soldier’s ear, and even looking Peter in the eye—we can see the 
heart of Jesus, Who shows us his Father’s heart. 
 
When we get to know Jesus, we learn — often slowly — that His way of 
doing things is different from ours. It is not with swords or in trying to 
get even with people who have hurt us. Instead, it’s the way of 
compassion and forgiveness. 
 
The look and love of Jesus are a marvelous message! It was not a look of 
condemnation that melted Peter’s heart. It was the loving look of a father 
caring for his wayward child. It was an inviting look of grace, a look that 
brought remorse and repentance. It was the look of the redeeming, 
restoring love of God. He’s looking at us with that same redeeming love 
today! 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Tiberias 

The New Testament never records Jesus visiting Tiberias. However, a 
number of His followers came from there (John 6:23).  Mentioned only 
once in the Bible, the city of Tiberias rests along the western shore of the 
Sea of Galilee (John 6:23). For this reason, the lake sometimes has been 
called the “Sea of Tiberias” (John 6:1; 21:1). Although Christ may never 
have passed through Tiberias, He would have seen it many times from the 
lake. 

Following the destruction of the Jerusalem temple in 70 A.D., Tiberias was 
declared clean by the rabbis and the Sanhedrin who moved their 
headquarters to Tiberias. It also became a significant center for rabbinic 
studies and writings. The Mishnah (Jewish oral tradition and interpretation 
of the Law) and the Talmud of the land of Israel (commentary on the 
Mishnah) were compiled here in the 3rd and 5th centuries respectively.  

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Tiberias 

Tiberias had a distinctly Gentile atmosphere, including a Roman Cardo and 
a theatre for entertainment. The ruins of the theatre lay across the street 
from the Sironit Beach. 

	
Photo Credit: Tiberias theatre. Courtesy of the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Peter’s Primacy & Tabgha 

This is the traditional site of the 
account of the miraculous catch of fish 
in John 21 and where Jesus reinstated a 
guilt-ridden Peter after his threefold 
denial of Christ (John 21:1-25). 

There are 7 springs found in this area 
which provided one of the best fishing 
places around the sea, and a great place 
to wash fishing nets. 

Tabgha is also the traditional place 
believed to be where Jesus fed the 
5,000. However, Luke specifies in his 
gospel account that the place was near 
Bethsaida on the opposite side of the 
sea, not here at Tabgha. 

The Gospel of John reports that Jesus used five barley loaves and two small 
fish supplied by a boy to feed a multitude. According to Matthew's gospel, 
when Jesus heard that John the Baptist had been killed, He withdrew by 
boat privately to a solitary place. The crowds followed Jesus on foot from 
the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, He had compassion 
on them and healed their sick (Mark 6:30-46). 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Tabgha 

The rock incorporated in the church floor is 
traditionally believed to be the place where Jesus 
prepared breakfast. 

It was known to medieval pilgrims as Mensa 
Christ (the table of Christ).  

Photo Credit: Tabgha.  
Eagle Consulting Services 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Jesus Boat Ginosar 

A 2,000-year-ancient 
wooden fishing boat 
was discovered on the 
shores of the Sea of 
Galilee by two kibbutz 
members and amateur 
archaeologists from 
Kibbutz Ginosar. Could 
Jesus have been on it? 

 
Photo Credit: Eagle Consulting Services 

 
Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Boat Ride on Sea of Galilee 

The most celebrated body of water in Israel is the beautiful Sea of Galilee. 
Though called a sea, it is actually a freshwater lake 13 miles (20km) long 
and 7 miles (11km) wide through which the Jordan River flows. It is fed 
primarily by the Jordan River from the north and several wadis on the east 
that carry rain and melted snow from the Golan Heights. 

The two most well-known miracles 
on the Sea of Galilee are the 
calming of the storm (Mark 4:35-
41), and the walking on the water 
(Mark 6:45-52).  

Ten of Jesus' thirty-three recorded 
miracles including a majority of His 
healing miracles happened near the 
Sea of Galilee. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Mt. Arbel 

From this spot, you can see where the majority of the events in the Gospels 
occurred. The sheer rock cliffs of Mt Arbel stand like a sentinel over the 
western side of the Sea of Galilee. Mt Arbel is one of those places never 
mentioned in the Bible. Its presence was so obvious, it was assumed. 
Certainly, anyone traveling around the Sea of Galilee or along the 
International Highway would have used Mt Arbel as a landmark, 
identifiable from almost any spot on the lake. Jesus would have passed it 
thousands of times. 

    
Photo Credit: Mt Arbel. Eagle Consulting Services 

 
Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Jesus Trail (Pigeon Pass) 

The Jesus Trail is a 40-mile (65 km) hiking and pilgrimage route in the 
Galilee region of Israel that traces the route Jesus may have walked, 
connecting many sites from his life and ministry.  

The main part of the trail begins in Nazareth and passes through Sepphoris, 
Cana, the Horns of Hattin, Mount Arbel Cliffs, the Sea of Galilee, 
Capernaum, Tabgha, and the Mount of Beatitudes.1 

 
1 Source of Information - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Trail 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Capernaum 

Kfar Nahum (Village of Nahum) is where Peter lived, as well as Jesus for 
the last 3 years of His life after leaving Nazareth. Jesus moved His base of 
operations to Capernaum, beside the Sea of Galilee.  

It had a population of about 1,500 during the Roman/Byzantine time. 
Archaeological excavations uncovered the large village, two ancient 
synagogues (built one on top of the other) and a Judeo-Christian church 
marking the home where Peter lived (Mark 1:29-38; Matthew 8:14-17; 
Luke 4:38-43).  Here the fisherman turned disciple converted his home into 
headquarters for the Galilean phase of Jesus' ministry. 

Capernaum was a significant place in the life and ministry of Jesus: 

• Jesus' first public encounter with demons was in a religious meeting 
place - the synagogue at Capernaum. Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:33-37 

• Jesus is engulfed with crowds of people. Four friends with "roof-
raising faith" bring their paralyzed friend to Jesus and lower him 
through the roof. Mark 2:1-12; Matthew 9:2-8; Luke 5:17-26. 

• Matthew, the tax-collector, is invited to join the band of Jesus' 
selected disciples. Mark 2:13-17; Matthew 9:9-13. 

• The Roman centurion has his servant healed. Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 
7:1-10. 

• Following the miraculous feeding of the five thousand, Jesus shares 
the famous discourse on the true Bread of Life at the synagogue in 
Capernaum. John 6:22-71 

Visualize  
Capernaum – Peter’s 
House 

The photo on the left, is what many 
believe to be the ruins of the house of the 
Apostle Peter in Capernaum. 
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Greek Inscription on Pillar in 
Synagogue at Capernaum 
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the 
Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Capernaum 

Then and now of the village of Capernaum. 

  

Then and now of the synagogue at Capernaum. 

   

 
Photo Credit: Capernaum Synagogue and Peter’s house. www.holylandsite.com 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Bethsaida 

   (You will not be stopping here on tour) 

The name in Hebrew means "house of the hunter," here probably implying 
fisherman. The locals failed to trust in the claims of Jesus and all that is left 
of the site is the memory of their unbelief.  

• It’s well known that Bethsaida was the hometown of Philip, Peter and 
Andrew who were called by Jesus to be fishers of men (John 1:44). 

• It’s also known that Jesus healed a blind man at Bethsaida (Mark 
8:22-26). 

• The disciples were rowing enroute to Bethsaida when Jesus came to 
them as He walked on water during the storm (Mark 6:45-53). 

• Near this village, Jesus performed the miracle of feeding 5,000 people 
(Luke 9:9-17).  

 
Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Bethsaida 

The drawing below gives an impression of the typical housing that would 
have occupied villages like Bethsaida. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Chorazin 

   (You will not be stopping here on tour) 

The center of Jesus' Galilean ministry was an area now called the 
"evangelical triangle." At the points of this triangle were the towns of 
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum. Chorazin (Korazin) was a village 
located 3 miles (5 km) north of Capernaum. Jesus spent most of His three 
years ministering between the three cities within three miles of each other. 

Chorazin was one of the three Galilean cities rebuked by Jesus for refusing 
to respond to His miracles (Luke 10:13-15). All three cities  remain in ruins, 
with only Capernaum revealing any first-century excavations. 

Chorazin holds the nickname, “Capernaum with a view.” Although this 
was one of the towns where most of Jesus' miracles took place, the Bible 
records no specific visit of Jesus to this town. It was large and prosperous 
and had a synagogue. Its economic pursuits included the processing of 
olives. 

In the 1920s, excavators found a decorated stone seat, referred to as, “the 
Seat of Moses,” which served as the place where an authoritative teacher 
would sit in the synagogue to read the Torah. Jesus referred to this seat in  
Matthew 23:1-4. 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Chorazin 

				 	

Left Photo: Chorazin synagogue. Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
Right Photo: “Seat of Moses” found at Chorazin. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Mt. Beatitudes 

A church was built in 1938 with the support of Mussolini on this traditional 
site where Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount, (Matthew 5-7). The 
eight sides of the building commemorate the eight “beatitudes” that Jesus 
spoke of in His sermon (Matthew 5:1-12). The hillside below the church 
would have provided plenty of space for a large crowd. Jesus drew upon 
the splendor of the green slopes and the birds flying above to illustrate a 
point in His sermon (Matthew 6:25-31). 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Mt. Beatitudes 

	

Photo: Mount of Beatitudes. Courtesy of the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Magdala 

During the construction of a Christian Visitors Centre on the shores of the 
Sea of Galilee, archaeologists made an amazing discovery: a 1st Century 
A.D. synagogue in the ancient village of Magdala, the hometown of Mary 
Magdalene. Could this synagogue have been one where Jesus preached?  

 

Magdala at the time of Mary was a thriving harbor city, described by 
Josephus the Roman/Jewish historian as a place full of materials for 
shipbuilding and with many artisans.  The Roman geographer, Strabo, 
wrote that Tarichae (Magdala’s name in Greek which means the place 
where fish are prepared) excelled in pickling fish.   

A stone found in the center of the ruins of 
a synagogue is engraved with a seven-
branched menorah set atop a pedestal with 
a triangular base which is flanked on either 
side by amphora (large storage jars).  It is 
assumed that the artist who engraved the 
menorah saw the seven-branched gold 
menorah standing in Jerusalem's Temple. 

Photo Credit: Eagle Consulting Services 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Tzitzit and Galileans 

Jesus focused His ministry in one small place in Israel: Galilee, in the three 
cities of Korazin, Capernaum, and Bethsaida. Although many people today 
assume that Galileans were simple, uneducated peasants who lived in an 
isolated area, the truth is they interacted more with the world than the Jews 
of Jerusalem. After all, the Via Maris trade route passed through Galilee, 
exposing them to many different peoples and cultures. 

The Galileans were also the most religious Jews in the world during Jesus' 
time. They revered and knew the Scriptures well. They were passionately 
committed to living out their faith and passing their faith, knowledge, and 
lifestyle to their children.  

This led to the establishment of vibrant religious communities, a strong 
commitment to families and country, and active participation in the local 
synagogues - the community centers of that day. In fact, more famous 
Jewish teachers came from Galilee than from anywhere else. 

Because of Numbers 15:37-41, Jewish men always wore tassels on the 
corners of their tallit. The tassels were called, “tzitzit” (pronounced seat-
seat).  

There were to be four 
tzitzit, one on each corner 
of your robe, and each 
tassel was to have a blue 
cord in it. The blue cord 
represented royalty. The 
tassels were to be a visual 
reminder of God and His 
commands and His 
authority.  
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Day 2 Observations 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Jordan River north of  
Sea of Galilee 
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the 
Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
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DAY 3 – Northern Galilee 
 

 
Scriptures 

Tel Dan – Judges 18:1-7, 27-31 
Caesarea Philippi – Matthew 
16:13-20 
Kursi – Luke 8:26-37 

Jeroboams Altar - 1 Kings 12:25-
33 
Golan Heights - Jeremiah 50:19; 
Micah 7:14 

 

 

Bible Character 

Near the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, John was chosen as His 
disciple. Before that time, he had been a disciple of John the Baptist. 
From then on, he formed part of Jesus’ inner circle of disciples. He knew 
Jesus probably better than any other disciple.  
 
If John were leading the tour today, I can imagine him saying, 
“Shalom! And welcome, my friend, to the Land made sacred by the 
promises of God and the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. I do not hesitate to 
tell you that my life has been forever changed by my association with 
Jesus of Nazareth. If you had known me before the Master's influence 
had reshaped my life, you would see how profound the change has been. 
Explosive! That was me. But I gravitated toward the gentle nature of 
Jesus. Over the years as I followed Him, He transformed my life. You 
probably remember me best as 'the disciple whom Jesus loved'. The 
Upper Galilee was the place where Jesus often resorted while seeking 
respite from the crowds, or when He had some special lesson that He 
longed to teach us. It was here amid the snow-capped peaks of Mount 
Hermon where we saw Jesus transfigured into His glorious, heavenly 
body before our very eyes. Yes, heaven become a reality for me on that 
day!” 
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Devotional 

“And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name.” John 20:30-31 
 
The apostle John has recorded what he has witnessed and experienced of 
Jesus’ mission here on earth. John has written down many—but not all—
of Jesus’ words, teachings, and miracles (or “signs”). But John isn’t 
reporting these things as a hobby, as a news reporter, or even as a 
historian. John states that his purpose for writing is that you may believe.  
 
The book of John is one of the most translated books in history. 
Missionaries who translate the Bible into other languages often begin 
with the Gospel of John because it so clearly delivers the saving truth, in 
story form, to those who read it. But John’s message is much more than 
a story to be read and then set aside. Rather, it is aimed directly at people’s 
hearts and promises abundant and eternal life! In believing John’s 
message about Jesus, you are assured of God’s love and forgiveness, and 
you are equipped to live as God’s child. 
 
It’s almost as if John is looking down a corridor leading into the future, 
and what he sees at the end is your face. The message is for you. Jesus 
loves you. Jesus came to earth and died for you. Jesus arose from the dead 
for you. Believe! And have life in His name! 

 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Tel Dan 

The most famous of Israel's northern cities is Dan. The name signified the 
upper limits of the Israelite Kingdom in the phrase so often used in 
Scripture: "from Dan to Beersheba." The city is named after the Israelite 
tribe who conquered the area and resettled there. Dan, meaning "judge" in 
Hebrew, represented Israel's northern frontier.  

The ancient city of Dan played a significant role in the worship experience 
of the Northern Kingdom under King Jeroboam. Excavations have 
unearthed the monumental city gate from the Israelite period. 

The history of Dan reminds us of the danger of compromise and 
counterfeits in our spiritual pilgrimage. The tribe of Dan chose the easy 
route by migrating to the north instead of claiming by faith and fight what 
God had appointed as their inheritance. (Judges 18-19) 

References to the tribe of Dan and the city are found in the Old Testament: 

• Genesis 14:1-16 - Abram pursues the captors of his nephew, Lot, and 
overtakes them in a surprise attack at Dan. 

• Judges 20:1 - This is the original coining of the phrase "from Dan to 
Beersheba" which would ever after symbolically stand for Israel as a 
whole. (2 Samuel 24:2; 1 Kings 4:25) 

• 1 Kings 12:25-30 - Dan became one of two religious centers for the 
Northern Kingdom under the reign of Jeroboam.  

Tel Dan Stele 

The ancient site of Tel Dan in Israel has a 
large, rock wall, a city gate from the time of 
Solomon’s temple. There, archaeologists 
unearthed a stele (a stone or wooden slab) — 
a marvelous vindication of the “House of 
David” as part of biblical history. 
Photo Credit: Tel Dan Stele with “House of David” highlighted in white. Wayne Stiles 
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Jeroboam’s Altar 

After the reign of King Solomon, the nation divided and there arose a 
practical problem: 

• Two nations - Judah and Israel. 
• Two kings - Rehoboam and Jeroboam. 
• Two capitals - Jerusalem and Shechem. 

Jeroboam feared that his subjects would worship in Jerusalem giving rise 
to the greater fear that they might also return their allegiance to the southern 
kingdom. So, Jeroboam made an alternative priesthood, feasts, two places 
of worship with golden calves for the people to conveniently worship (1 
Kings 12:26-33). Substituting the priests, the feast, the places were outside 
of God’s will.  

	 	
Left Photo: Tel Dan outer gate, 9th century BC.  

Photo Courtesy of the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
Right Photo: The high place and altar at Tel Dan. 

Photo by Eagle Consulting Services 

Abrahams Gate 

Abraham’s nephew, Lot, had the dubious distinction of being the world’s 
first recorded hostage. During a classic Middle Eastern squabble between 
the chieftains of the cities around the Dead Sea, Lot was seized as a way of 
testing Abraham’s strength. Abraham chased the culprits as far as Dan in 
the north, nearly 300 km from Sodom. With 318 of his servants or soldiers, 
Abraham crushed them at Hobah, north of Damascus. He freed his nephew 
and recovered Lot’s possessions before he went south to Jerusalem to meet 
Melchizedek, king of Salem.  
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The passage in Genesis 14:14 indicates that Abraham may have spent some 
time at Dan, which was actually called Laish during the patriarchal period. 
Only some seven centuries later, when the tribe of Dan conquered Laish, 
did they rename it - “And they called the name of the city Dan, after the 
name of Dan their father, who was born unto Israel: howbeit the name of 
the city was Laish at the first.” (Judges 18:29) 

In 1979 a gate was uncovered during an archaeological dig at the site of the 
ancient city of Dan. The ancient structure from the Canaanite period of the 
Bronze Age is thought to have been built around 1750 B.C. The authority 
named the archaeological site for Abraham, the first patriarch of the Jewish 
people, indicating that it dates from the period of Abraham.  

The gate is composed of three arches and constructed of sun-dried mud 
brick on a foundation of large basalt stones. The gate, which in ancient 
times stood seven meters tall, has been restored to its original height. It 
features two towers and a horizontal structure linking them below the 
arches, the oldest arches ever found in the Land of Israel. 

  
Photo Credit: Then and Now of Abrham’s Gate at Tel Dan. 

Eagle Consulting Services. 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Tel Hazor 

   (You will not be stopping here on tour) 
Tel Hazor is the largest archaeological tel. In the Middle Bronze Age 
(around 1750 B.C.) and the Israelite period (ninth century B.C.), Hazor was 
the largest fortified city in the country and one of the most important in the 
Fertile Crescent. No one entered the land from the north without passing 
the site. In the Book of Joshua, Hazor is described as “the head of all those 
kingdoms” (Joshua 11:10). Hazor was the only town Joshua burnt. (Joshua 
11:13) 

Two hundred years after Joshua, Hazor rose again to prominence during 
the years of the Judges of Israel. Deborah and Barak defeated Hazor’s 
general, Sisera, in the Valley of Jezreel and burned Hazor once again 
(Judges 4-5). Because of the city’s strategic location, King Solomon later 
fortified Hazor — as well as Megiddo and Gezer. (1 Kings 9:15) 

As the first line of defense for the north, Hazor was also one of the first 
cities to fall when foreigners invaded — like the Assyrians (2 Kings 15:29). 
In 885 B.C., Ben-hadad of Aram invaded Israel via Hazor. Under the boot 
of the Assyrian leader, Tiglath-Pileser III, Hazor was razed to the ground 
in 732 B.C. It never recovered. 

		 	
Left Map: Adapted from Bible Mapper 

Right Photo: Tel Hazor, courtesy of Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Caesarea Philippi (Banias National Park) 

Located in the north-eastern part of Israel at the foot of Mount Hermon, lay 
Caesarea Philippi, a pagan city built by Herod Philip, a son of Herod the 
Great. It was a city dominated by immoral activities and pagan worship. 

Named after the Greek god, Pan (Panias), who was worshiped in a small 
cave in the cliff above the spring, this beautiful nature reserve houses, 
rivers, streams and waterfalls along with the ruins of the Roman city 
Caesarea - Philippi. The site has been identified in Scripture with several 
names: 

• Baal-gad (Joshua 11:17; 12:7; 13:5) 
• Baal-hermon (Judges 3:3) 
• Caesarea Philippi (Matthew 16:13)  

Today, the place is known by two names for two reasons: 

• Banias – Because Arabic has no equivalent for the letter P, the name 
Panias (for “Pan”) has morphed into “Banias” 

• Caesarea Philippi - Having received the area from Caesar Augustus 
in 20 B.C., Herod the Great constructed there a temple of white 
marble in honor of Caesar. Eighteen years later, Herod’s son, Philip, 
inherited the site and named it Caesarea. 

The Gates of Hell 

To the pagan mind, the cave at Caesarea Philippi created a gate to the 
underworld, where fertility gods lived during the winter. They committed 
detestable acts to worship these false gods. 

The god of Pan 

Niches still visible in the side of the cliff held statues of the Greek god, Pan 
- the mythical half man, half goat who played the panpipe.  
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The photo below on the left shows the sacred niches which once held 
statues of the Greek god, Pan. The photo on the right is what was known 
as “the Gates of Hell.” 

   
Left Photo: Courtesy of the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 

Right Photo by Eagle Consulting Services 

Upon this Rock I will build my Church 

In the midst of this pagan self-indulgence, Jesus challenged His disciples 
to deny themselves and follow Him (Matthew 16:13-20). Christians today 
must also have the courage to boldly live out Christ's message in a pagan 
society. 

 
Photo Credit: Eagle Consulting Services 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Caesarea Philippi  

The photo below is an artist’s impression of what it would’ve looked like 
in the time of Jesus. 

 

Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Herod Agrippa’s Palace 

In the Banias National Park, there are the believed ruins of Herod Agrippa 
II palace. He was the Agrippa who the Apostle Paul came before in Acts 
25. In the second half of the first century Agrippa expanded the city with 
magnificent buildings. 

During the early Christian era, 
Paul spoke to those in authority 
about His walk with the Lord. 
He would use every opportunity 
to give the gospel message and 
his testimony as to his walk 
“after the way.” Acts 24:14. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Mt Hermon 

   (You will be able to view this on tour) 
Snow-capped Mount Hermon stands as the tallest point in Israel and serves 
as the hinge between the northern edges of the Golan Heights and the 
southern point of the anti-Lebanon mountain range. The “dew of Hermon,” 
which King David referred to in Psalm 133, refers to the abundant rainfall 
the hills receive averaging sixty inches annually. The headwaters of the 
Jordan River surface in the foothills of Mt Hermon at Dan and Caesarea 
Philippi. 

Some think that this mountain range possibly served as the backdrop for 
the Transfiguration when Jesus brought His disciples “up into an high 
mountain” (Matthew 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28–36 and 2 Peter 1:16–
18). 

	
Photo: Caesarea Philippi at the foot Mt Hermon. Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 

	
………..……………………………..………………………………….…………… 
 
……………….……………………………………………………………………… 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Mt Bental (Golan Heights) 

Mount Bental is one of Israel’s favorite mountain peaks to visit, partly due 
to the great panoramic views of the Golan and even Syria but also because 
Mount Bental was the site of a courageous battle fought during Israel’s 
battle for the Golan that ended the Yom Kippur War in 1973.  

It was the site of one of the largest 
tank battles.  The Syrians attacked 
with 1,500 tanks and 1,000 
artillery. However, the Israelis 
miraculously won the battle with 
their small force of 160 tanks. By 
the time the battle was over, only 
7 Israeli tanks were left. But after 
900 of the Syrian tanks were 
destroyed, the Syrians turned and ran. The Israelis were victorious. The 
Golan Heights remains one of Israel’s most strategic locations for national 
security. 

For thousands of years, the Golan Heights served history in countless ways 
from pasturelands to burial grounds, from battlegrounds to borders.  Cattle 
have grazed the Golan Heights for millennia, and its lush pastures became 
a biblical metaphor for abundance (Jeremiah 50:19; Micah 7:14).  

Amos, the fig-picking prophet 
from Tekoa, compared the 
indulgent and rebellious leaders 
of Samaria to the “kine (cows) of 
Bashan” (Amos 4:1-2; 6:12-14). 
He wrote to those who felt 
impervious to disaster and who 
enjoyed tremendous material 
blessings but failed to give honor 
to God. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Kursi (The Country of the Gadarenes) 

Mark and Luke refer to this site as “the country of the Gadarenes” (Mark 
5:1; Luke 8:26). Matthew describes the location in more general terms, as 
“the country of the Gergesenes” (Matthew 8:28). This refers to the city of 
Gerasa (modern Jerash), a large, Greco-Roman city some miles away from 
the eastern shore.  

After landing in this Gentile territory, Jesus immediately encountered two 
men possessed by a legion of devils and cast them out of the men and into 
a herd of swine. When the pigs plunged down the steep hillside into the Sea 
of Galilee and drowned, the entire town implored Him to leave their region 
(Matthew 8:28-34). 

		Photo Credit: The steep slope at Kursi beside the Sea of Galilee.  
Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Hippos (City on a Hill) 

   (You will not be stopping here on tour) 

Many believe Jesus had Hippos in mind when He spoke about the city on 
the hill while giving His sermon by the Sea of Galilee. This most beautiful 
archaeological spot in the land of Israel is situated on the eastern shore of 
the lake, near today’s Kibbutz Ein Gev.  

 
Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Gamla 

   (You will not be stopping here on tour) 

Gamla is often called the "Masada" of the north because of the siege and 
fall of the town to the Romans during the Jewish Revolts. The fortified city 
with its ancient synagogue was in use during the time the Second Temple 
still stood. There was a fierce battle fought here in 67 A.D. between the 
Jewish Zealots and the Roman soldiers.  
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One of the oldest synagogues ever found was located at Gamla. The 
synagogue community was probably active in Jesus' day, and the Messiah 
may have stood there (Matthew 4:23). 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Gamla  

Then and now photos show how the city was built on the side of the hill. 

       
Left Photo Credit: www.archaeologyillustrated.com/collections/gamla 

Right Photo Credit: www.biblewhere.com 
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Day 3 Observations 
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Statue of Elijah slaying Agag on 
Mt Carmel (1 Samuel 15:33) 
Photo Credit: Eagle Consulting Services 
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DAY 4 - Jezreel Valley Region 
 

 
Scriptures 

Jordan River – Joshua 3:1-17 
Jezreel Valley – 1 Kings 21:1-7; 2 
Kings 9:36-37 
Gideon’s Spring – Judges 7:4-7 

Beit Shean – 1 Samuel 31:1-13; 
Mark 7:31 
Jericho – Joshua 2-6 
Jericho Road – Luke 10:25-37 

 

 

Bible Character 

Elijah spent most of his ministry life in the region of the Jezreel valley 
and makes a sudden appearance upon the page of scripture upon the 
tremendous announcement he made to King Ahab and the subsequent 
showdown on Mt Carmel.  
 
As our guide for the tour today, imagine Elijah saying to you, “Feast 
your eyes on the rich fertile ground of Jezreel’s valley. Here you will find 
the fuel for her greatest snare as well. The fertility cult of Baal worship 
plagued Israels devotion to God throughout the history of the Northern 
Kingdom. That is why I had to challenge the false claims of the Baal 
priests at Mt Carmel. And, when the dust had settled and the fire had 
fallen, Baal’s boasting had been silenced and the God of Israel glowed 
with glory!” 
 
He was a mighty man of God and in some respects the greatest of all the 
prophets since Moses and until the advent of John the Baptist (Matthew 
11:11). Although he lived 3000 years ago and his period of ministry was 
comparatively short, he is by no means a forgotten character.  
 
There are references to his impact and ministry in several Scripture 
passages - Malachi 4:5; Matthew 11:14; 27:47; Luke 1:17; and John 1:21.  
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We tend to regard men like Elijah, Moses, Daniel and the other O.T. 
notables as men who walked on heights inaccessible to us. But James 
5:17 tells us he was a man of like passions, with a nature just like ours. A 
man, not an angel; a man who at one point failed badly. A great man, yes, 
but essentially no different from ourselves. A man who lived consciously 
in God’s presence and relied upon His strength. 

 

 

Devotional 

“And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between 
two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow 
him. And the people answered him not a word.” 1 Kings 18:21   
 
One prophet of God stands against 450 prophets of Baal on Mt Carmel. 
The focus of this confrontation is on how the Lord and Baal will respond. 
But the question that prompts this battle pulls everyone on Mt Carmel 
into the conflict: “Whom will you follow?”  
 
When Elijah confronts the people with that question, they say nothing. 
The people’s silence is the silence of indecision. Don’t be silent, be a 
follower of God! 

 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Jordan River 

The Jordan River stretches along much of the length of Israel marking to 
its extent the eastern boundary of the country. The Jordan, whose name 
means "descent," runs along the base of the Jordan Valley which is part of 
the lowest and longest rift in the Earth's crust. The river itself originates 
from the melted snows of Mt Hermon on Israel's northern border and 
snakes its way 156 miles south. The perennial stream flows through the Sea 
of Galilee culminating at the Dead Sea. The Jordan is the most celebrated 
river course in all of Scripture.  
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The Jordan is the most frequently mentioned geographical feature in the 
Bible, occurring 181 times in the Old Testament and 32 times in the New 
Testament. Some of the more significant mentions in the Bible are: 

• Joshua 3 - General Joshua leads his people in a miraculous crossing 
of the River Jordan (near Jericho).  

• 2 Kings 2 - Elisha, with the cloak Elijah leaves behind, strikes the 
waters of the Jordan River calling on the Lord God of Elijah, and the 
waters miraculously part. 

• 2 Kings 5:1-14 - Naaman, the captain of the Syrian army is instructed 
by Elisha to wash in the Jordan seven times for his healing. 

• 2 Kings 6:1-7 - While they were felling trees for the project, the 
prized iron axe head fell into the river. 

• Matthew 3:13-17; Luke 3:21-23; Mark 1:9-11 - Here John the 
Baptist's mission finds its pinnacle of fulfilment as he baptizes the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

The Jordan represents the threshold of God's Land of Promise. It speaks to 
us of the necessity to "crossover" and possess the fullness of our inheritance 
in Christ. Many an ancient hero of our faith has stood in Jordan's waters 
and witnessed the power of God. The Jordan as a place of transition remains 
an enduring symbol. 

  
Left photo: Jordan river in the north at Yardenit Baptismal site. 

Right photo: Jordan river in the south at Qasr El Yehud Baptismal site 
(original site of Jesus’ baptism and Israel’s crossing of Jordan River).  
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Yardenit, Jordan River 

Yardenit is a modern baptismal site at the junction of the Sea of Galilee and 
the Jordan River. John the Baptist spent his whole ministry going up and 
down the desert area of the Jordan River. There are two main areas where 
stories about John the Baptist appear: 

• Where he baptizes Jesus at Bethany beyond the Jordan (John 1:28). 
• At Aenon near Salim, where he was also preaching and baptizing 

(John 3:23). 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Mt Tabor – Jezreel Valley 

    (You will be able to view this on tour) 

From any direction, Mt Tabor, in the northeast corner of the Jezreel Valley, 
stands alone in both beauty and topography. The Prophet Jeremiah 
recorded, “As I live, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts, 
Surely as Tabor is among the mountains, and as Carmel by the sea, so 
shall he come.” Jeremiah 46:18.   

Mt Tabor was the site when Sisera the commander of the Canaanite army 
of King Jabin of Hazor, was defeated by the forces of the Israelite tribes of 
Zebulun and Naphtali under the command of Barak and Deborah (Judges 
4-5).  

Mt Tabor is known as the traditional site of Jesus’ Transfiguration. 
However, at the time of the Transfiguration, Jesus and His disciples were 
in the area of Caesarea Philippi, at the base of Mount Hermon — a more 
likely designation for the term “high mountain” in Matthew 17:1. 

 

 
Photo Credit: Mount Tabor. Courtesy of the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Gideon’s Spring (Ein Harod) 

Gideon was attempting to hide some wheat from the massive invading 
Midianite army when an angel of the Lord appears to him. He calls him to 
duty and assures him of God’s support. (Judges 6-7) 32,000 men had rallied 
to Gideon's call, but when the fainthearted were released only 10,000 
remained.  

God chose those who passed God's screening at the spring waters of Harod. 
He then delivered the Midianites into the hands of the 300 and all Israel 
knew that the hand of God had provided the victory! (Judges 7:4-7) 

		 	

Photo Credit: Israeli soldiers drinking from Ein Harod.  
Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
A Tel  

A Tel is an archaeological mound or hill.  Most of the major Biblical sites 
were built as a fortified city, and their remains can be found in the ruins of 
the Tels.  

They are literally piles of ancient cities built one on top of the other. As 
archaeologists peel away layers, the Bible stories and accounts come alive 
as the digs reveal the history buried below.  

   
Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Beit Shean 

This ancient city in the region, known as the Decapolis (the ten cities), was 
built on the crossroads between Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, the 
superpowers of the ancient world. Today we can walk through the ruins of 
the Roman/Byzantine city, called Scythopolis, which are the most 
impressive archaeological remains of a city from this historical period in 
Israel.  

In ancient Israel, Joshua allotted the city to the tribe of Manasseh (Joshua 
17:11). But Manasseh failed to drive out the Canaanites who lived there, 
and half of Manasseh settled across the Jordan Valley in what is modern 
Jordan (Judges 1:27). 

During the reign of King Saul, the Philistines controlled Beit Shean. In fact, 
after Saul’s tragic death on nearby Mount Gilboa, the Philistines fastened 
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the decapitated bodies of Saul and his sons to the wall of Beit Shean in the 
open square (1 Samuel 31:8-13; 2 Samuel 21:12).  

The city remained a thorn in the side of Israel until the time of David and 
Solomon (Judges 2:3; 1 Kings 4:12). 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Tel Beit Shean 

The steep climb to the top of the Tel offers an impressive panorama of the 
Roman/Byzantine city, as well as the Jordan Valley to the east, and the 
Harod Valley and Mount Gilboa to the west. 

	
Photo Credit: Beit Shean aerial. Courtesy of the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Jericho 

Jericho, which literally means "fragrant place," boasts a pleasant climate 
with plenty of sunshine and a lush oasis watered by Elisha's Spring. The 
city is located north of the Dead Sea, 27 km (17 miles) from Jerusalem. 

As one of the few gateways into the Judea Mountains, Jericho was a natural 
place for the Israelites to enter the Promised Land. After crossing the 
Jordan, it was the first city they defeated. 

The Bible makes several references to Jericho: 

• Deuteronomy 34:5 – It was the city called “the city of palm trees”. 
• Joshua 2 – Rahab the prostitute hides the Israelite spies. 
• Joshua 6 – The walls of Jericho come tumbling down! 
• 2 Kings 2:19-22 – Elisha miraculously restores a spring which had 

either dried up or become unfit for consumption. The water remains 
sweet to this day. 

• 2 Kings 2:4-15 – Where Elijah ascended to heaven. 
• Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13 – The Holy Spirit leads 

Jesus into the wilderness, the rugged mountainous region largely 
uninhabited between Jericho and Jerusalem.  

• Mark 10:46-52 – The Great Physician restores the sight of 
Bartimaeus. 

• Luke 19:1-10 – The despised tax-collector named Zacchaeus is 
converted. 

The transforming power of God is showcased by Jericho's story of biblical 
history. 

Archaeological excavations reveal that Jericho was violently destroyed 
sometime toward the end of the Bronze Age. The walls seem to have been 
thrown down by sudden force, as if by an earthquake. Charred wood shows 
that what was left of the city was burned. Excavators have also found food 
supplies buried in the destroyed city, which shows it was not captured by 
siege. 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Jericho 

 
 

 
Photo: Archeological ruins of ancient Jericho 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Wadi Qelt 

St. Georges Monastery is located 
about 2.5 miles (4 km) west of 
Jericho in a deep and breathtaking 
gorge called, “Wadi Qelt.” It’s just 
a stone’s throw from the ancient 
Jericho Road connecting the 
Jordan Valley to Jerusalem and 
beyond. This well-traveled road 
was used by Jesus on a regular 
basis. The setting for the story of 
the Good Samaritan took place on 
this road. 

 View of St. Georges Monastery  
on the side of the raven of Wadi Qelt  

Photo Credit Eagle Consulting Services 

 
Photo Credit: www.holylandsite.com 
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Day 4 Observations 
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Touching the Torah Scroll at the 
Western Wall 
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the Pictorial 
Library of Bible Lands 



LAND OF THE BIBLE TOURS – DAY 5 

Page | 69  

DAY 5 – Jerusalem 
 

 
Scriptures 

House of Caiaphas – Mark 14:53-
72; John 18:12-27 
City of David – 2 Samuel 5:7 
The Southern Steps - Psalm 122; 
John 7:14; Acts 2:1-47; Acts 3:1-2 

Mt of Olives - Zechariah 14:4; 
9:9; Matthew 21:1-11; Acts 1:1-12 
Palm Sunday Road - John 12:12-
15; Matthew 21:10-11 
Garden of Gethsemane - John 
18:1-12; Mark 14:26-50 

 

 

Bible Character 

Imagine if King David was your guide today. You could see him 
walking around the streets of ancient Jerusalem, speaking of all the 
battles and conquests he led from his beloved city. David was the second 
king in the ancient United Kingdom of Israel who helped establish the 
eternal throne of God. A former shepherd, David was renowned for his 
passion for God, his touching psalms and musical abilities, his inspiring 
courage and expertise in warfare, his good looks and also, his illicit 
relationship with Bathsheba. Today, envisage him in the City of David. 
Like King Saul and King Solomon, David reigned for 40 years in one of 
the highest and most prosperous periods in Israel’s history - called by 
many, “The Golden Age” of Israel. King David died and was buried in 
Jerusalem. Before his death, David gave his final admonition to his son, 
Solomon, saying, “I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, 
and shew thyself a man; And keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to 
walk in his ways, to keep his statutes…That the LORD may continue his 
word which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed to 
their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their 
soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel.” (1 
Kings 2:2-4). 
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Devotional 

“But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the 
height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not 
as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looketh on the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7 
 
God sent Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint a new king. The current king, 
Saul, had failed to obey and honor God, so God decided to announce His 
choice of the next king. Jesse’s sons became the focus of Samuel’s 
attention: a line of seven young men, starting with the oldest and tallest. 
Samuel made his way down the line, and as he stopped to look at each 
one, God told him that was not the one. Saul had been chosen to be king 
partly because he was tall and handsome, but this time God made a point 
of saying that height and appearance don’t matter. God looks at what is 
inside, in the heart. 
 
After Samuel reached the end of the line of Jesse’s sons, Jesse informed 
him that his youngest son, David, was out in the fields tending sheep. 
David was chosen to be the next king because, as Samuel put it, God 
“sought him a man after his own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14). God saw in 
David a heart that would commit to Him without reservation. 
 
God finds possibilities for grace in the most unlikely of people. To choose 
the youngest son to be a king seems strange. To say that a baby born in a 
stable, Who dies on a cross under a false sentence of treason, is the Savior 
of the world and God in the flesh is incredible. But the mystery of Advent 
is that this is how God works – with the least, the weak, and the foolish. 
God likes to surprise us 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Jerusalem 

Jerusalem held deep cultural and religious significance for the Jewish 
people. Many of their great leaders, David, Solomon, Hezekiah, reigned in 
Jerusalem during the days of Israel's glory. It was a place of kings and 
power, a symbol of the Jewish nation. 

Jerusalem was also home to the Temple, a place representing God's 
presence among His people. In Jerusalem, King David made plans for the 
Temple, King Solomon built it, and Nehemiah rebuilt it after the Jewish 
captivity. Thousands of pilgrims traveled to the city each year so that they 
could worship God at the Temple. 

Jerusalem was a fitting place for Jesus, the greatest King of all, to live out 
the final moments of His life bringing His life-transforming message to 
every corner of the city. And as the disciples followed their Rabbi through 
His last days, Jerusalem became the place where they saw His message 
fulfilled, and where they began their own ministry to every corner of the 
world. 

 
Photo Credit: Eagle Consulting Services 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Jerusalem 

 

 

 

Photos Above: Then and now of the Temple Mount and Eastern Gate. 
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Six primary districts existed in Jerusalem during Jesus' ministry: David's 
City, Lower City, Upper City, the Business District, the Temple Mount, 
and a New City area that was growing beyond Jerusalem's walls. Jesus 
likely visited each of these areas at some point during His life. 

Jerusalem in the time of Jesus 

 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
St Peter de Gallicantu (House of Caiaphas) 

Located on the eastern slope of Mount Zion, just 
outside the Old City of Jerusalem, this church 
stands on the foundations of what is believed to be 
the location of the High Priest residence.  

After His arrest, the Lord Jesus was detained here 
before Caiaphas, the high priest. It was also here 
the Apostle Peter denied the Lord in his darkest 
hour. 

The church takes its name from the Latin word 
"Gallicantu", meaning cock's-crow. This is in 
commemoration of Peter's triple rejection of Jesus before the cock crows 
twice (Mark 14:30). 

Today a golden rooster protrudes prominently from the sanctuary roof in 
honor of its biblical connection.  

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
House of Caiaphas 

Steps from the Roman 
period of Christ’s time 
have been uncovered 
and preserved. 

The stairs outside of 
the palace are possibly 
the stairs Jesus walked 
upon. 

Photo Credit: House of 
Caiaphas steps 

Courtesy of Pictorial 
Library of Bible Lands 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Upper Room and Mt Zion 

   (You will not be stopping here on tour) 

Within a short distance from the House of Caiaphas is the traditional site 
of the Upper Room on Mt Zion and the Zion Gate.  

Archaeological research reveals the Upper Room is built on top of a 
church-synagogue built in the first-century. Christians since then have 
venerated this site where Jesus celebrated the Passover and Last Supper 
with His disciples.  

If the archaeology and tradition bear true, this is the Upper Room where 
Jesus gave hope that the New Covenant would begin by the shedding of 
His blood (Luke 22:20). The Hebrew prophets anticipated a promised 
“New Covenant” would write the Law on the hearts of God’s people 
through the giving of the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 59:20-21; Jeremiah 31:31-34). 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Upper Room 

The drawing below on the left is what the seating and table set up would 
have been for the last supper in the upper room. The photo on the right is 
the traditional site of the upper room on the second floor of the building. 

  

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
City of David 

Just south of the Temple Mount stood David's City, the Jerusalem of 
David's time. King David conquered the ancient city of Jebus and staked 
his claim on the city with his own name, the City of David. Religious 
pilgrims visiting the Temple passed through David's City before entering 
the southern entrances of the Temple Mount. 
 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
City of David 

 

Photo Left: A diagram 
depicting the City of 

David as in King David’s 
time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo left: View from 

the rooftop of King 
Davids’ Palace in the 
City of David. Photo 

Credit: Eagle 
Consulting Services 
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The original city of the Jebusites, which became the City of David, is 
located on a ridge south of Mount Moriah known as the Old Ancient Core.  

This ridge of rock (also called the Eastern Ridge) which became the city of 
Melchizedek, the Jebusites and David was lower than Mount Moriah to the 
north, lower than the larger Western Hill to the west, and lower and smaller 
than the Mount of Olives to the east. Yet, it was here on the western edge 
of the Kidron Valley, on the Old Ancient Core, that Jerusalem was settled.  

This particular location was chosen because it has the largest water source 
in the area. Water was continually supplied to this area through the gushing 
of the Gihon Springs located along the eastern ridge of the Kidron Valley. 

 
Photo Credit: www.generationword.com/jerusalem 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Hezekiah’s Tunnel  

The main water supply for the city of Jerusalem 
was the spring of Gihon, which flowed out of a 
cave on the eastern side of the hill on which the 
city stood. The Hebrew word means "gushing 
out" and was given because the spring does not 
have a steady flow but bursts from the rock at 
various times each day. Before David captured 
Jerusalem about 1000 B.C., the Jebusite 
inhabitants dug a shaft from the city into the 
cave. Thereafter, they were able to draw water 
from the pool below.  
 
The entrance to the cave was outside Jerusalem's walls, in the Kidron 
Valley. This was a significant weakness in the city's defense because the 
water supply was exposed to enemies. When King Hezekiah learned that 
the dreaded Assyrian army had arrived in Israel, he recognized the threat 
his exposed water supply posed for Jerusalem's survival. He dug a tunnel 
through the ridge on which the city was built, bringing water to the other 
side, and then covered up the cave's opening. (2 Chronicles 32:3-4, 30)  
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Pool of Siloam  

The Pool of Siloam was uncovered in 2004 during a water pipe break. It is 
in the lower part of the City of David. It is located on a main road that 
headed up to the Southern Gate entrance to the Temple. 
 
The pool was used as a large 
purification mikvah for Jewish 
holy festivals like Passover, the 
Feast of Tabernacles, Pentecost, 
and other rituals. Its water supply 
came from the Gihon Spring in 
the City of David and ran through 
Hezekiah’s tunnel. It was the size 
of two Olympic sized swimming 
pools and had the same kind of 
stones and style as the Southern Stairs. 
 
Jesus performed an amazing miracle here by healing the man born blind, 
which brought about a major confrontation between the blind man and the 
religious leaders. (John 9). 

  
 

Photo left: The steps 
leading into an 

uncovered section of the 
ancient pool of Siloam. 

Photo Credit: Eagle 
Consulting Services 
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According to the Bible, the 
Kingdom of Israel during 
the reigns of Kings David 

and his son, Solomon, 
comprised a vast territory, 
much larger than today, 

with Jerusalem as its 
capital. This map indicates 
the area of biblical Israel 

from 1029 B.C. to 930 B.C. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Southern Steps 

The partially reconstructed "broad staircase," also called the Southern 
Stairs, led to massive Double Gates. Pilgrims entered these gates and went 
through magnificent passageways leading to the floor of the Mount above. 
The width of these stairs was more than 60 meters (200 feet)! The staircase 
was composed of 30 steps, with a landing after each step. This layout 
probably made the ascent slow and respectful.  
 

The steps were a place where Jesus 
would have taught the crowds. Here 
Gamaliel trained a young Saul, later 
to become the apostle Paul (Acts 
22:3). Here Peter preached to the 
crowds on the Day of Pentecost, 
baptizing thousands in the ritual 
baths, or mikvahs, which still sat 
next to the steps (see Acts 2:41). 
 
 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Southern Steps 

   

Southern Stairs today with 
excavated mikvahs.  
Photo Credit: Eagle Consulting Services 
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Steps leading to the Palm Sunday Road 
from the Mount of Olives 
Photo Credit: Jen Bauer 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Mount of Olives 

The Old Testament predicted that the Messiah would come from the east 
through the wilderness and would enter Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:4). Jesus 
took this route in his triumphal entry (Matthew 21:20). The Mount of 
Olives may be the location for His return as well. 

The cemetery on the western slope is an ancient one, though it is still used 
for Jewish burials. Some of the tombs along the bottom of the ridge were 
already old in Jesus' time. Part of the reason Jewish people are buried here 
is the belief that the valley in the foreground, the Kidron, is also the Valley 
of Jehosophat (Joel 3:2, 12), where the final judgment before the Lord will 
take place. 

A number of Messianic prophecies were fulfilled (and were made) on the 
Mount of Olives during the Passion Week of Jesus: 
• Triumphal Entry of Jesus — (Psalms 118:22, 25-26; Daniel 9:25; 

Zechariah 9:9, 16; Matthew 21). 
• Olivet Discourse by Jesus — (Matthew 24-25). 
• Jesus Betrayal and Abandonment — (Psalms 41:9; Zechariah 13:7; 

Matthew 26:31; John 17:12). 
• Ascension of Jesus — (Acts 1:9-12). 
• Second Coming of Jesus — (Zechariah. 14:1-4, 9). 

 
View of Jerusalem from the Mt of Olives, Photo Credit: Jen Bauer 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Palm Sunday Road  

The Palm Sunday Road is the route Jesus took from the Mount of Olives 
to his triumphal entry into Jerusalem during the last days before his death.  
It was along this route that Jesus rode a donkey with people shouting 
"Hosanna" and spreading palm branches to prepare the way. (John 12:12-
15; Matthew 21:10-11) 
 

Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Dominus Flevit (Tears for Jerusalem) 

The Dominus Flevit church marks the traditional spot where the “Lord 
wept” (Luke 19:41) whilst making His Jesus' triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. When He reached the area of the church, He stopped to weep 
over the city. The location is where the view of Jerusalem is spectacular. 
 

Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Garden of Gethsemane  

The word gethsemane is derived from two 
Hebrew words: gat, which means "a place 
for pressing oil (or wine)", and shemanim, 
which means "oils."  During Jesus' time, 
heavy stone slabs were lowered onto olives 
that had already been crushed in an olive 
crusher. The slab's weight squeezed the 
olive oil out of the pulp, and the oil was 
collected.  The image of the gethsemane on 
the slope of the Mount of Olives where 
Jesus went the night before his crucifixion 
provides a vivid picture of his suffering. 
The weight of the world's sins pressed down 
upon him like the heavy slab of the olive 
crusher, and He sweat drops of blood that 
flowed from Him like olive oil (Luke 22:44). 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Garden of Gethsemane 

  
The first press squeezes out most of the oil, then the olive pulp is placed in 
the Gethsemane and pressed to get the last drops of oil. 
 

 
Photo: Ancient Olive Trees in the Garden of Gethsemane 

Photo Credit: Eagle Consulting Services 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
An Ossuary (A bone box) 

Near the Garden of Gethsemane is an ancient burial cave containing many 
ossuaries. An ossuary is a chest or box made to serve as the final resting 
place of human skeletal remains. A body is first buried in a temporary 
grave, then after a year, the skeletal remains are removed and placed in an 
ossuary, then reinterned in smaller niches of the burial caves. 

When Jesus said, “Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach 
the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:60) in reply to the disciple requesting for a 
leave of absence to go bury this father, Jesus’ response make good sense in 
light of the Jewish custom of secondary burial. The disciple was actually 
asking for time to finish the rite of secondary burial before returning to 
follow Jesus.  

Jesus was saying in essence, “Look, you have already honored your father 
by giving him a proper burial in the family burial cave. Instead of waiting 
for the flesh to decompose, go preach the kingdom of God and tell the 
people that faith alone in Christ is the only true means of atonement. You 
are alive in Christ, the unsaved are ‘dead’. So, go and do what the ‘dead’ 
cannot do – Go and preach the gospel.” 
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Day 5 Observations 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Winter Snow in Jerusalem at burial 
grounds on the slopes of Mt of Olives 
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the Pictorial Library 
of Bible Lands 
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DAY 6 – Jerusalem 
 

 
Scriptures 

Temple Mount – Ezekiel 47:1-12; 
John 8:1-11; 10:23; Acts 5:12 
Pool of Bethesda – John 5:1-9 
Ecce Homo – John 19:5 

Western (Wailing) Wall – 
Zechariah 8:4-5; Amos 9:11-15; 
Matthew 24:1-2 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre – 
John 19:16-20, Matthew 27:45-50 

 

 

Bible Character 

If the Lord Jesus was our guide around Jerusalem today, I imagine 
He would say, "I will be your guide through this portion of the Promised 
Land made holy by my birth and my blood. My steps traversed this region 
frequently during my missionary sojourn on this earth. In Bethlehem I 
had my birth during the reign of Herod and thirty-three years later my 
blood was shed on skull hill, or Golgotha, in Jerusalem. Gethsemane’s 
garden provided a cherished place of prayer; a family in Bethany became 
dearest friends whose hospitality refreshed me after many an exhausting 
day; the Temple Plaza provided a gathering place for those whose hearts 
were seeking and to them I disclosed the secrets of Heaven. Here, as well, 
my greatest grief was borne.” 
 

He may continue. “Among the profiteers of the Temple my holy zeal 
blazed in anger; from the surrounding heights I wept for the hardness of 
Israel's heart; with the kiss of a friend who had walked by my side I was 
betrayed for a few jingling coins; and with the weight of the world's sin 
and the agony of crucifixion, I endured the darkness of separation from 
my Father. As Jerusalem is the glory of Israel, I am the glory of 
Jerusalem. My name is Jesus the Messiah, whose death defied death 
and whose resurrection releases all who believe from the bondage of sin 
and Satan." 
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Devotional 

“And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold 
their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.” Luke 19:40 
 
There are many ways the Bible uses word pictures about rocks and stones. 
Rocks are symbolic of God’s character and of our character. In our text 
from Luke today, Jesus talks about stones that will cry out. But it’s worth 
asking, “Which stones and what are they saying?” 
 
If we read the entire passage of Luke 19:28-44 carefully, we’ll see that 
Jesus was riding a colt on a road coming down the Mount of Olives. It’s 
possible that Jesus pointed to stones along the road while He was talking, 
emphasizing how all of creation points to His power and authority. If the 
religious leaders would not let Jesus’ followers praise him, then even the 
creation itself would cry out. And in its own way, it already does! (Psalm 
19.) 
 
Jesus may also be referring to the stones of the walls of Jerusalem. For as 
He approaches the city, He weeps over it and predicts that enemies will 
tear its walls down. This may be an echo of Habakkuk 2:11-12, which 
says, “For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the 
timber shall answer it. Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and 
stablisheth a city by iniquity!” 
 
Jesus defended people who were powerless and oppressed, and He was 
declaring that one day His authority will be made known and the 
structures of oppressive societies will come crashing down. Then all of 
creation will join together to proclaim Jesus as Lord of all. 

 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Temple Mount 

Abraham saw the acreage (Genesis 22:2). David bought the land (2 Samuel 
24:18-25). Solomon built the house (1 Kings 6:1; 2 Chronicles 3:1). 
Nebuchadnezzar tore it town. Zerubbabel rebuilt it. Herod the Great 
expanded it. Titus flattened it. 

This was the Temple Jesus knew, whose destruction He predicted 
(Matthew 24:1-2). 

The massive walls were made by Herod the Great when he began enlarging 
the area for the temple in 20 B.C. According to the Bible, his project was 
so complex; it was still being built during Jesus' time. It was finally 
completed approximately 60 A.D., only 10 years before it was destroyed 
again, this time by the Romans in 70 A.D. 

It was in the temple courts that Jesus and His family worshiped during their 
Passover journeys. Even as a boy, Jesus began sharing His passion for the 
Text, and it was on the Temple Mount where He, as a boy of twelve, 
impressed the teachers of the law (Luke 2:41-52). 

Jesus returned to the Temple Mount as an adult and spoke passionately 
about God's kingdom, even when it angered and offended Temple leaders. 
Jesus drove the moneychangers from the Temple Mount (Luke 19:45-49). 
There He responded to the questions of the Pharisees and Sadducees and 
pronounced His judgment on the hypocrisy of the religious elite (Matthew 
21:23-23:39). 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Temple Mount 

 
The drawing of Herod’s 
Temple Mount gives an 
idea of the layout of the 
buildings in Jesus’ time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The diagram below shows the various Temple size comparisons. The big 
difference is seen in the courtyard areas and the increases in the actual Temple 
building size. 

 
Photo Credit: www.mtorah.com 
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The photos below show then and now images of the Temple Mount. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
St Stephens Gate (The Lions Gate) 

St. Stephen’s Gate, now known as the Lions 
Gate, is the only gate in the eastern wall of 
the Old City of Jerusalem, and facing Mt of 
Olives and Gethsemane. Its current name 
comes from the two pairs of lions engraved 
in stone, which decorate the gate from both 
sides. In the Christian tradition, it is called 
St. Stephen’s Gate because it is thought that 
the stoning of St. Stephen (Acts 7) occurred 
in the valley outside of this gate.  
 

Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Church of St Anne 

St. Anne's Church was built by the 
Crusaders between 1131 and 1138 AD 
and is the best-preserved Crusader 
church in Jerusalem. The acoustics are 
incredible! According to tradition, it 
marks the traditional site of the home 
of Jesus’ maternal grandparents, Anne 
and Joachim, and is believed to also be 
the birthplace of Jesus’s mother. 

Photo Credit: www.holyland-sites.blogspot.com 
 

Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Pool of Bethesda 

Even before the time of Jesus, this location may represent a shallow valley 
dammed to retain rainwater and referred to as “the upper pool” in the 8th-
century B.C. (2 Kings 18:17; Isaiah 7:3). 
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The Bible reveals that Jesus had mercy on one of the many invalids who 
lay by the pools and healed him (John 5:9). 

Under the Emperor Hadrian in the second century, Jerusalem became the 
pagan Aelia Capitolina, and the site of the Pools of Bethesda expanded to 
include a pagan temple with offerings to the Greek god, Asclepius. 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
The Pool of Bethesda 

 
Photo Credit: www.holylandsite.com 

The twin pool north of the Temple area was discovered in 1856 and 
excavated. 
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In the first century, the site had two adjacent pools with a surrounding 
colonnade on all four sides and one down the middle (John 5:2). 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Via Dolorosa 

The Via Dolorosa (Way of Suffering) is unlikely the route Jesus followed 
on His way to Calvary. Today’s Via Dolorosa originated in tradition rather 
than in certain fact. 

The paved roadway has 14 stops or “stations” honoring the events that took 
place as Christ made His way to be crucified. Nine of the stations refer to 
biblical events that actually took place (1,2,5,8,10,11,12,13,14). Whether 
they occurred at that marked site is disputed as tradition more than history. 
The other five stations have no biblical reference and are taken from 
traditional religious beliefs handed down over the centuries. 

As with many of the ancient biblical site references, some are positive, 
some probable, and some are plain preposterous! However, it’s generally 
safe to say, “if it wasn’t here, it was near!” 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Via Dolorosa 

 
Photo Credit: www.holylandsite.com 
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Via Dolorosa and Ecce Homo Arch 
Photo Credit:  
Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Ecce Homo 

The phrase "Ecce Homo" is Latin for "behold the man," which was spoken 
by Pontius Pilate to ridicule Jesus' royal claim to Israel.  

For centuries Christians believed the Ecce Homo Arch was the place where 
Pontius Pilate displayed Jesus to a hostile Jerusalem crowd after Jesus had 
been beaten, crowned with thorns and clothed in a purple robe. Pilate’s 
speech was traditionally thought to have taken place here. However, 
archaeologists say the arch stood on a great plaza constructed by the 
emperor Hadrian when he rebuilt the city in AD 135 — a century after 
Jesus was crucified. Some consider it was originally a city gate from the 
time of Herod Agrippa I (41-44 AD), in the Apostle Paul’s ministry era. 

Below the church, known as the Basilica of Ecce Homo, large sections of 
the plaza remain underneath the Via Dolorosa. The Roman flagstones of 
Hadrian’s plaza were once thought to be the Stone Pavement (Gabbatha in 
Aramaic) identified as the location where Jesus was condemned by Pilate 
(John 19:13). The pavement area allows you to experience a similar setting. 

In various parts of the 
pavement, off-duty Roman 
soldiers garrisoned at the nearby 
Antonia fortress soldiers carved 
the lines and squares of the 
games they played in idle 
moments (photo right). Other 
parts of the plaza were grooved 
to prevent horses from slipping. 

Photo Credit: Hadrian's plaza, under the Ecce Homo convent  
Courtesy of Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 

One set of marks, with a crude crown and the initial B in the center (for 
basileus, the Greek word for king), has been identified as the King’s Game, 
which soldiers played with dice.2 

 
2 Source of this information is from www.seetheholyland.net/ecce-homo/ 
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  A nail through a heel bone now 

displayed at Israel Museum as 
evidence of Roman crucifixions. 
Photo Credit: Eagle Consulting Services 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre 

The precise location of where Jesus was crucified is a matter of debate. The 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre is the traditional site, dating back to the early 
fourth century AD in the writings of Eusebius. Inside the church building 
the different sites of Christ’s passion and resurrection are commemorated. 

Though the complex is located inside the Old City today, the original walls 
would have placed the compound outside the city walls as described by 
Scripture. (John 19:17,20, Mark 15:40, Hebrews 13:12).  

Around a decade after Jesus’s crucifixion, a third wall was built to enclose 
the area of his execution and burial within the city. This provides some 
validation for the Holy Sepulcher’s location inside today’s Old City of 
Jerusalem. 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre 

 
Photo Credit: www.stream.org 
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Photo Credit: The courtyard of the church of the Holy Sepulchre, www.touristisrael.com 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Western Wall 

The Western Wall, also known as the 
Wailing Wall, is sacred for Jews for 
it is part of the retaining wall, or 
support wall, that Herod the Great 
built in 19 BC when he enlarged the 
Temple Mount complex. The wall is 
not part of the ancient temple which 
was destroyed in 70 AD.  

The wall provides avid worshippers a place to pray in close proximity to 
where the Temple once stood on Temple Mount. 

The sight of people calling out to God in prayer at this “wall of memory” 
is a moving experience. The crevices of the ancient walls are stuffed with 
slips of paper of the prayers and hopes of the worshippers. 

The Western Wall tunnels, or rabbinic tunnels allow a look at the Herodian 
Temple walls that are underground. 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Western Wall 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Jewish Quarter 

The Jewish Quarter is one 
of the four traditional 
quarters of the Old City of 
Jerusalem.  The 116,000 
square meter area lies in the 
southwestern sector of the 
walled city, and stretches 
from the Zion Gate in the 
south, along the Armenian 
Quarter on the west, up to 
the Street of the Chain in 
the north and extends to the 
Western Wall and the 
Temple Mount in the east.  
The quarter is inhabited by 
around 2,000 residents and 
is home to numerous yeshivas and synagogues.  

Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Hezekiah’s Broad Wall  

Hezekiah’s broad wall enlarged Jerusalem 
To protect the large number of refugees who scrambled south after Assyria 
invaded the northern kingdom twenty years earlier, King Hezekiah built a 
wall around the western hill of the city of Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 32:5). A 
portion of this “broad wall” still stands in today’s Jewish Quarter. 
Hezekiah’s preparations included prayer 
They had a wall. They had water. They even had weapons. But those 
preparations were not where they placed their confidence. Hezekiah prayed 
with the Prophet Isaiah. Hezekiah’s words to his people were wonderful (2 
Chronicles 32:7-8). The Lord sent an angel who wiped out the Assyrian 
army. 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Hezekiah’s Broad Wall 

		 	
Photo Credit: Hezekiah’s Broad Wall in Jerusalem. Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 

 

 

 
Photo Credit: Hezekiah’s Broad Wall map. HolySites.com 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
The Cardo 

In the second century, the Roman Emperor Hadrian determined to make 
Jerusalem a Roman city (actually, a non-Jewish city). He renamed the city 
“Aelia Capitolina” and changed the name of the country from “Israel” to 
“Palestine”—a designation it retained until 1947. He constructed a north-
south road through the heart of the city, a street called the Cardo (related to 
the Latin term for “heart”).  
 
The southern end of this road wasn’t constructed until the time of Justinian 
in the Byzantine period. The east-west crossroad was called the 
Decumanus, a thoroughfare that stretched from the area of today’s Jaffa 
Gate to the city’s center. Archaeologists discovered the Cardo in the 1970s 
and the Decumanus in 2010 during the Jaffa Gate renovation. 
 
At the southern end of the ancient Cardo Street in Jerusalem's Jewish 
Quarter, an enlarged replica of the Medeba Map mosaic depicts the Holy 
Land as it looked in AD 580. It shows Jerusalem divided into four quarters. 
These quarters largely represent the four quarters of today’s Jerusalem, and 
the Cardo Street is the north/south division.  
 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
The Cardo 

   
Left Photo: Remains of the Byzantine Cardo today 

 Right Photo: Model of Roman Cardo in Old Jerusalem 
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Day 6 Observations 
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View of Judean Wilderness from Masada 
Photo Credit: Duston Moore 
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DAY 7 – Jordan Valley Region 
 

 
Scriptures 

Qumran – Isaiah 40:8; 2 
Chronicles 34:14-18 
Ein Gedi -1 Samuel 24:1-2; 2 
Chronicles 20:1 
Wilderness – Psalm 107:4 

Masada – Psalm 18:2; 1 Samuel 
23:29; 24:22 
Dead Sea -Joshua 3:16; 12:3 
 

 

 

Bible Character 

Few men have experienced as many dramatic moments in their life as 
Joshua.  He witnessed the Crossing of the Red Sea, the giving of the 
Law, the crossing of Jordan, the conquest of Jericho, and the sun standing 
still.  
If Joshua were leading the tour today, imagine him saying, “I'll never 
forget the first time I stepped foot on the Jordan River Valley. I felt akin 
to Moses on Sinai when he was commanded to take off his sandals — he 
was on holy ground. This was the Promised Land of which Moses spoke.” 
Joshua was one of the great leaders of all time and displayed numerous 
character traits of leadership. He was born in slavery and named 
“Hoshea” (Numbers 13:8) and Moses renamed him “Joshua” which 
means Jehovah is salvation.  
He would have seen the “signs and wonders” in the land of Egypt. He 
knew something of the afflictions and heavy burdens of slavery. He learnt 
a great lesson that victory would not come by might but by God’s Spirit. 
He wasn’t afraid to stand up against the majority knowing God was on 
his side. Joshua had the courage and faith to believe the promises of God 
and stake his life on them.  
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Devotional 

“And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the 
priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan 
overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest,) That the waters which 
came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very far from the 
city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came down toward the 
sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people 
passed over right against Jericho. And the priests that bare the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, 
and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were 
passed clean over Jordan.” Joshua 3:15-17 
 
Our verses today reveal how the LORD of all the earth would show that 
He is the one true God. The gods of other kings had been worthless in 
defense of their people (Joshua 2:10). How would Baal compare as the 
Canaanites’ storm god, believed to bring rain and fertility?  
 
It was harvest time and the Jordan River was filled to overflowing. To the 
Canaanites it would appear that Baal had blessed them and was defending 
them. Surely no army could cross the great barrier of the swollen river. 
Still, everyone had heard of the Israelites’ crossing at the Red Sea 
(Exodus 14-15; Joshua 2:10).  
 
It’s foolish to put confidence in worthless gods. When the feet of the 
servants of the Lord, Who created heaven and earth, touched the flooded 
Jordan, the waters receded. In His presence, God’s people passed through 
on dry ground.  
 
The waters of the Jordan provided bountiful harvests. But it was not Baal 
who sent the rains to fill Canaan’s rivers. Only the Lord God of Israel 
sent the rains to bless the land. Earth’s vast resources are God’s gifts for 
good living, but those resources themselves do not deserve our trust. 
Trust in God and in His Son, Jesus, Who stills stormy waters and feeds 
thousands, to this very day. (Mark 4:35-41; 6:30-51) 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Judean Wilderness 

Israel is mostly rugged desert. The two most prominent deserts are the 
Judean Wilderness running along the eastern edge of the Judean 
Mountains, and the Negev lying in southern Israel.  

The Judean Wilderness runs from the north of Jericho to the southern end 
of the Dead Sea. It lies on the western side of the lower Jordan Valley and 
the Dead Sea area. It descends into the Great Rift Valley more than 1,300 
feet below sea level, and is a solitary, rocky wasteland of Judah. It receives 
less than 2 inches (50 mm) of rain per year. 

Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
The Negev (The Wilderness) 

   (You will not be able to view this on tour) 

If you travel south from the Judean Wilderness, you will enter the Negev. 
This arid land (Negev means "dry") has few natural water sources and 
receives very little rainfall. 

Some more notable events occurring in the Negev in the Bible were: 

• Genesis 21:20-21 - This wilderness saw Hagar and Ishmael after 
they left Abraham. 

• Genesis 26:19-22 - When the Philistines spitefully filled in Isaac’s 
wells with dirt, he dug more wells. 

• Numbers 10:12; 12:16 - Here the Hebrews wandered for four long 
decades. 

• Numbers 13:1-3 - From here Moses sent the spies out to check out 
the Promised Land. 

• Numbers 13:21, 26 - Moses led the people to Kadesh Barnea, a 
place bordering the Wilderness of Paran in the Sinai Peninsula and 
the Wilderness of Zin in the Negev Highlands. 

• In later years when David fled from King Saul, the future king of 
Israel would hide in the wastelands of Ziph, Maon, and Ein Gedi - 
all portions of the Wilderness of Judea. 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Judean Wilderness and Negev 

In the wilderness, Moses recorded that God humbled them so they would 
learn to depend on Him for everything (Deuteronomy 8:1-6). The 
wilderness had few settled areas, and many people sought solitude or safety 
there. David hid from King Saul, John the Baptist lived, and Jesus faced His 
temptation all in Israel's wilderness.  

The Lord is my Shepherd 
Most of the year, the wilderness is an uncultivated area receiving just 
enough rainfall during the winter months to sustain the flocks of the 
nomadic shepherds who live there. The wilderness is carpeted in the spring 
with a certain amount of grass and this turns into standing hay as the hot 
weather comes, and this becomes food for the sheep during part of the 
summer.  

Scripture often refers to shepherds looking for pasture for their flocks. 
“And they went to the entrance of Gedor, even unto the east side of the 
valley, to seek pasture for their flocks.” (1 Chronicles 4:39). The Psalmist 
thanks God for the pasturage which the Lord as Shepherd provides for His 
people: “So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks 
for ever:” (Psalm 79:13). 

Describing God as a shepherd in Psalm 23, David created a beautiful 
picture for the Israelites, and for us. Seeing the wilderness, what do you 
now think of when you picture “green pastures” as in Psalm 23:1-2? 

   

Photo Credit: Green pastures.  www.wordhavering.wordpress.com 



LAND OF THE BIBLE TOURS – DAY 7 

Page | 113  

Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Qumran (Dead Sea Scrolls Caves) 

Although not mentioned in the Bible, the community of Qumran is of 
extreme significance to the text of the Old Testament and the times of the 
New Testament. In 1947 a Bedouin shepherd boy, while searching for a 
lost sheep, discovered in a cave some ancient scrolls preserved in clay pots. 
The find became known as the Dead Sea Scrolls. Scrolls were discovered 
in eleven caves. On the scrolls were found every book of the Old Testament 
except Esther. Dating from the 1st centuries B.C. and A.D. the find pushed 
back the date of our earliest manuscript by 1,000 years!  

Excavation of the site revealed much about the religious community of the 
Essenes, a monastic Jewish sect, who were responsible for writing these 
manuscripts and hiding them in the caves around their village.  They were 
a devout group exceeding the zeal of the Sadducees and the Pharisees of 
New Testament times. Some believe John the Baptist to have lived among 
this group in his years in the desert spoken of in the Gospels. (Luke 1:80) 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Qumran Caves 

 
Photo Credit: www.holylandsite.com 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Dead Sea Scrolls 

  

  
Photo Credit: Copy of Scroll of Isaiah. Eagle Consulting Services 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Ein Gedi 

Barely 100 feet (30 meters) from the desolate wilderness, the oasis of Ein 
Gedi supports lush green growth. Nearby, a spring of water runs from a 
rock, flowing down a cliff and creating the beautiful waterfall of Ein Gedi.  

• 1 Samuel 23:29-24:22 - David and his men travelled through this area 
as they hid from Saul. 

• 2 Chronicles 20:1-30 - Jehoshaphat, the godly king of Judah, hears of 
an invading army which has advanced to Ein Gedi and is poised to 
attack. God’s people literally sang their way to victory! 

For many biblical writers, the oasis of Ein Gedi provided a picture of the 
refreshment and encouragement found in God. Several psalmists expressed 
their need for God as a thirst for water amidst the wilderness of life. Psalm 
42:1 “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after 
thee, O God.” 

Hinds Feet 
Many scholars believe the hind, hart 
or the deer that some translations 
have for these verses is the ibex 
being referred to in these biblical 
passages. The ibex lives in the 
roughest, steep terrain that it can 
find. Their hooves are built almost 
like suction cups to help them to 
traverse the steep rocky cliffs they 
call home.  

David wrote Psalm 18:33 “He maketh my feet like hinds' feet, and setteth 
me upon my high places.”  

The next time you find yourself in a rough and rugged patch of life, instead 
of asking God for a way out, ask Him for the feet needed to walk the path 
He chose for you. 
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David Waterfall at Ein Gedi 
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the Pictorial 
Library of Bible Lands 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Masada 

Southeast of Ein Gedi near the southern tip of the Dead Sea is the famous 
ancient fortress known as Masada. Rising 1,424 feet above sea level, the 
rock citadel was virtually impregnable. Masada, which means “stronghold” 
in Hebrew, was a towering plateau with massive fortifications built by King 
Herod the Great. The enclosed summit included palaces, administrative 
buildings, storehouses, barracks and cisterns.  

Masada was made famous by the heroic stand of Jewish zealots, led by 
Eliezar Ben Yair, during the revolt that began in 68 A.D. In 72 A.D. the 
Jews' last hold was Masada. The Roman legion, under the leadership of 
Flavius Silvus, laid siege to the desert fortress. Eight months later, the 
Romans were poised to penetrate the impregnable walls. Rather than fall 
prey to their captors, the Jewish faithful courageously chose death. Ten of 
the 967 were chosen by lot to put their comrades to the sword. The remains 
of Herod's elaborate work as well as evidence of the Roman siege ramp, an 
earthen incline constructed to breach the defenses of the Jewish fortress, 
can be seen today.  

Though we cannot be certain that 
every reference to “stronghold” or 
“fortress”, "Matzada" in Hebrew, 
is identifying the famous fortress 
mountain of antiquity, David 
often retreated to a desert hide-out 
of that name and in that area (1 
Samuel 22:4-5; 24:22; 2 Samuel 
5:17; 23:14; 1 Chronicles 11:16). 

The same Hebrew word is often used symbolically by the Psalmist to 
describe the matchless protection and impregnable security that we find by 
trusting in our God (2 Samuel 22:3; Psalm 9:9; 18:2; 27:1; 37:39; 43:2; 
52:7; 144:2). 
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Floating in the Dead Sea reading a paper 
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the Pictorial Library 
of Bible Lands 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Dead Sea 

It’s the lowest place on earth, the hottest spot in Israel, and nothing visible 
can live in its waters. The names used for this body of water are easily 
understood. It is referred to as the “Sea of Salt” because of its incredible 
salt content. (Numbers 34:3) Whereas the Mediterranean Ocean has a salt 
content of 3% to 5%, the Dead Sea is as high as 25%!  

The reason for such a dense concentration of salt is that there is no outlet 
for the Dead Sea. The ever-flowing source of water from the Jordan River 
flows into the Dead Sea daily and evaporates in the hot desert sun, leaving 
behind rich chemicals. The chemical-rich waters in turn will not support 
living organisms, hence the “Dead Sea.”  

It’s hard to believe, but the region used to be a well-watered area as lush 
and attractive as the Garden of Eden. But God’s judgment on Sodom and 
Gomorrah changed the area from a fertile land to a desolate expanse 
(Genesis 13:10; Deuteronomy 29:23; Jeremiah 17:6). But one day, 
Scripture promises, the Dead Sea will live again when the Messiah Jesus 
rules the earth in the kingdom of God. (Ezekiel 47:8–11; Zechariah 14:8). 
What a picture of God’s power to bring life from death! 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Dead Sea 

Even fish react to the salinity of the 
Dead Sea. A mosaic on the floor of a 
church in Medeba, Jordan, 
represents an early tourist map for 
Byzantine pilgrims on their way to the 
Holy Land. The map shows fish 
swimming down the Jordan River and 
then turning around once they hit the 
Dead Sea!  

 
Photo Credit: Medeba map shows fish swimming 

up the Jordan River to avoid the Dead Sea. 
Courtesy of the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Trees in the Desert 

Broom Tree (Shade Tree or Juniper Tree) 
There are two Biblical stories that 
mention the broom tree.  The first one 
was the story of Hagar and Ishmael 
in Genesis 21:8-20. The second story 
involves Elijah in 1 Kings 19:3-4. In both 
cases, the heat was unbearable and 
overwhelming and the characters look 
like they were not going to survive it.  But 
God came and provided a moment of 
shade in their desert experience, and they 
were able to continue on their life journey (Psalm 121:5-8). 

Arare Tree (Sodom Apple) 
This tree is called “Tapua Sadoma” which translates 
“Sodom Apple”. It grows quite a bit of fruit on it during 
the season. The bright green fruit is the size and look of 
a grapefruit, but it has nothing but a milky substance 
inside and is not edible. Jeremiah refers to this tree and 
fruit in Jeremiah 17:5-6. 

Acacia Tree 
Jeremiah goes on and refers to the 
Acacia tree in Jeremiah 17:7-8. The 
Acacia tree would be the tree that 
David refers to in Psalm 1 picturing 
someone deeply rooted in something 
that provides all sorts of things for 
people; food, shelter, shade, water, 
medicine. (Psalm 1:1-3)  
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Day 7 Observations 
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Praying at the Western Wall 
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the Pictorial 
Library of Bible Lands 
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DAY 8 – Jerusalem and Judea 
 

 
Scriptures 

Golgotha & Garden Tomb – 
Matthew 27:57-28:8; John 19:38-
20:18 
Bethlehem & Shepherds Fields – 
Luke 2:1-20; Ruth 1-4 

Azekah & Valley of Elah – 
Joshua 10:10-11; 1 Samuel 17:1-
58 
Beth Shemesh – 1 Samuel 6:1-16 
Zorah – Judges 13:2-5; 16:4-6 

 

 

Bible Character 

Mary Magdalene was one of the women who followed Jesus. She was 
originally from Magdala, a village on the western shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. Three Gospels describe her as a first witness to the resurrection. 
Luke and Mark describe demons being cast out of her.  
 
The portrayal of Mary as a prostitute is the likely result of textual 
ambiguity and later confusion with the sixth-century story of Mary of 
Egypt, a reformed prostitute. Mary Magdalene is never specifically 
identified as a prostitute in the Bible.  
 
What we know of Mary from the Scriptures is a woman who loved Jesus 
and was a devoted disciple. 
 
As you begin your tour today, imagine Mary as your tour guide 
describing what it was like following Jesus as He was falsely accused, 
tortured, condemned, crucified and buried. Then in the theater of your 
mind imagine her re-telling what it was like on the first Easter Sunday 
morning when she met the risen Savior!  
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Devotional 

“And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold 
their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.” Luke 19:40 
 
“The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was 
yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the 
sepulchre.” John 20:1 
 
A tradition in some churches is to greet people with the greeting “Christ 
is risen!” and the response will be “He is risen indeed!” We celebrate the 
amazing truth that although Jesus was dead, He’s now alive forevermore. 
Christ Jesus rose victorious over death. He is risen! 
 
It’s interesting to notice how John, the gospel writer, anchors the event 
of the resurrection to a day, a time, and a witness. On a particular day in 
history, early in the morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
saw that the stone had been moved away from Jesus’ tomb. John wants 
to be clear. The resurrection of Jesus happened on earth’s soil, in our time, 
for the benefit of us humans whom God created and loves. Because Jesus 
is risen, life for us is forever anchored in good news. 
 
Christ’s resurrection gloriously demonstrates that God’s sovereign love 
has the last word. As a powerful hymn puts it, “No power of hell, no 
human plan, can ever pluck me from His hand.”  We now live in the 
joyful assurance that because Christ lives, we too will live for all eternity. 
 
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Israel Museum & Second Temple Model 

Opened in 1965, the Israel Museum is a treasure house 
of biblical facts. Perhaps the most significant is the 
Shine of the Book which houses the famous Dead Sea 
Scrolls.  

Located on the grounds of the Museum is a 
magnificent model of ancient Jerusalem depicted a 
realistic view of what the city looked like at the time 
of Christ. 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Israel Museum & Second Temple Model 

 
Photo Credit: The model city of Jerusalem, Eagle Consulting Services. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Golgotha (Gordon’s Calvary) 

The New Testament tells that Jesus was crucified at Golgotha, “the place 
of the skull”. This is commonly thought to be an area of stone quarries 
outside the city’s walls at the time. 

Golgotha, or Gordon’s Calvary, was discovered by General Charles 
Gordon in 1883 as he walked along the walls of the Old City.  

The caves in the face of the cliff remind some people of a skull, two eyes 
with the bridge of a nose between. Today a bus station sits below the rocky 
crest and a Muslim cemetery rests on top. The names “Golgotha” and 
“Calvary” derive from the Latin and Hebrew words for “skull” (Matthew 
27:33; Mark 15:22; Luke 23:33; John 19:17). 

The location may fit the biblical description where Jesus was crucified. It 
is outside the city and in a public place, as Roman law demanded. It is near 
a garden and tombs and may have been a place of execution. 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Golgotha 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Garden Tomb 

The Garden Tomb, also discovered by Gordon in 1883, is a second 
proposed site of the burial place of our Lord. It is located just a block north 
of the Damascus Gate. Although we cannot be sure of the authenticity of 
the site, the 1st century tomb cut out from the rock in the midst of a 
beautiful garden makes an ideal place for celebrating the empty tomb which 
evidenced our Lord's resurrection. 

Like the tomb described in the gospel accounts, the Garden Tomb lay 
outside the city walls and along a road. It is hewn out of the stone and has 
a rolling stone entrance. A garden surrounds it.  

We are no closer to God in the tomb beneath the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre or on the top of Gordon’s Calvary than we are in our homes. The 
truth is, Jesus was crucified, buried, and resurrected (1 Corinthians 15:3–
4). The important thing is the tomb is empty – He is Risen! 

Photo Credit: Garden Tomb walkways. Eagle Consulting Services 
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Garden Tomb 
Photo Credit:  
Eagle Consulting Services 
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Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Garden Tomb and Gordon’s Calvary 

The map below shows the location of Gordon’s Golgotha and Garden 
Tomb as opposed to the traditional site of the Holy Sepulchre Church.  
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Bethlehem Manger Square 
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the 
Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Bethlehem and the Shepherds Fields 

The village's name, meaning "house of bread," typifies its biblical history. 
Around these rolling hills the young shepherd boy, David, grazed his 
father's sheep.  

The endearing story of Ruth revolves around first the failure of Bethlehem's 
wheat crops, then later the bountiful produce of Boaz's fields.  

And most significantly, here in a cave for cattle the Bread of Life, Jesus the 
Christ, was born only 5 miles (8 km) south of Jerusalem.  

Both King David and Ruth lived in Bethlehem during a portion of their 
lives (Ruth 1:22; 1 Samuel 16:1-3; Matthew 1:1, 5). Both of them are listed 
in the lineage of Jesus the Messiah. We are reminded that God's greatest 
works often have the most humble beginnings in the eyes of men. 

Bethlehem in the Bible is prominent in both the Old and New Testaments: 

• Genesis 35:16-20 – Jacob's beloved wife, Rachel, dies in childbirth 
just north of Bethlehem. There she is buried and Jacob sets up a pillar 
of memorial for her. 

• Judges 17:8-9 – The book of Judges mentions Bethlehem in 
conjunction with a corrupt priest who became a mercenary for 
idolaters. 

• Judges 19:1-30 – Another account describes a Bethlehem concubine 
who, after leaving town, was brutally raped and dismembered. 

• Ruth 1-4 – The lovely story of Ruth the Moabitess who returns with 
her mother-in-law, Naomi, to Bethlehem and ends up marrying Boaz. 

• 1 Samuel 16:1-13 – God sends Samuel the Prophet to Bethlehem to 
anoint a new king for Israel from among the sons of Jesse.  

• 2 Samuel 23:13-17; 1 Chronicles 11:15-19 – Three of David's mighty 
warriors break through a Philistine garrison to bring a drink of water 
to their thirsting leader from the sweet well of Bethlehem.  

• Matthew 2:1-12 – The Wise Men journey from the East to follow the 
appearance of a long-awaited star. The supernatural star leads them 



LAND OF THE BIBLE TOURS – DAY 8 

Page | 132 

to the place where the child was and they coronate Him with their 
gifts. 

• Luke 2:1-20 – This is the wonder-filled story of the birth of the Christ 
Child.  

Seven hundred years before Jesus was born, Micah prophesied that the 
Messiah would come out of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).  

Jesus’ Birth – The Case for Migdal Eder 
The shepherds guarded flocks of sheep that were raised for sacrifice in 
Jerusalem. The Babe in the manger would become the final sacrificial 
Lamb (Luke 2:11-12; John 1:29). Jesus, just like the flocks the shepherds 
pastured that night, was born to die in Jerusalem, only five miles up the 
road from Bethlehem.  

The shepherds who, while watching their flocks by night, became aware of 
exactly where to find the newborn Messiah in Bethlehem. There seems to 
be an indication in the Old Testament that tells us Jesus would be born at 
Migdal Eder (the tower of the flock), in Bethlehem (Micah 4:8). 
 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Bethlehem and the Shepherds Fields  

 

Left Photo Credit: Shepherd in modern Israel, Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
Right Photo Credit: A shepherd’s watchtower (Migdal Eder) www.olivetreealliance.org 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Herodium (Herodion) 

Herod built a fortress called “the Herodion” near where Ruth gleaned fields 
and near Bethlehem, where Jesus was born. The fortress literally casts a 
shadow across Bethlehem. One can almost imagine Herod’s shadow 
looming over the baby Jesus in His manger.  

But just as the Herodium cast its shadow across the landscape of biblical 
history, Herod cast his shadow across the history and people of Israel. 
Today the Herodium is an interesting ruin, a symbol of Herod's failure, 
while Jesus' kingdom is eternal and continues to grow. 

Jesus’ family got word of the impending threat from Herod to kill baby 
Jesus and escaped by night to sojourn in Egypt until Herod’s death 
(Matthew 2:13-18). When Joseph was ready to return to Jerusalem, he 
heard that Herod’s son, Archelaus, was ruling the city of Bethlehem, so he 
moved up north to Nazareth. This move was also fulfilling prophecy 
(Mathew 2:22-23). 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Herodion 

Left Photo Credit: The Herodion Hill. Courtesy of the Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 
Right Photo: Herod the Great’s tomb at the Herodium. Pictorial Library of Bible Lands 

 

Maybe because Herod contemplated taking his life in this area decades 
earlier, he chose the Herodion as his final resting place. 
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The Shephelah 
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the Pictorial 
Library of Bible Lands 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
The Shephelah 

The Hebrew Bible mentions the Shephelah several times. This word, 
meaning “low lands”. It is an area of foothills and valleys and refers to a 
12-15 mile (20- 25 km) wide region in Judea.  The Shephelah is important 
because it is between the coastal plain to the west and the Judea Mountains 
to the east. Contact between the people in the mountains and the people on 
the plain would naturally occur in the foothills between the two.  The 
Israelites clearly understood the strategic importance of this area and the 
significance of the events that happened there. Several valleys penetrate the 
Shephelah and act as corridors between the mountains and the plain. 
Anyone in the mountains who wished to reach the trade route (for peaceful 
reasons or otherwise) would use these valleys. This is the geographic 
setting and significance of most of the Philistine-Israelite conflicts in the 
Bible. 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
The Shephelah 

 

Shephelah 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Valley of Elah and Tel Azekah 

Tel Azekah is a five-acre site overlooking the Valley of Elah. The Judea 
Mountains stand to the east. Located in the Shephelah, Azekah guarded an 
important gateway to the mountains. The Valley of Elah provided access 
to Jerusalem and Bethlehem - a mere 12 miles (20 km’s) away. For that 
reason, the Philistines and other pagan cultures often tried to capture and 
hold Azekah. 

The valley of Elah, which lies below Azekah, was the site of the battle 
between David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17). The Philistine army was 
camped near Azekah, while the Israelites were on the other side of the 
valley. 

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Valley of Elah 

Photo Credit: www.jesuswalk.com/david/ 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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The valley of Elah is a triangle-shaped flat valley, located on the western 
edge of the Judean low hills or Shephelah. Elah is named after the terebinth 
tree (Pistacia palaestina).  

Only in the rainy season does water flow in the creek bed, Wadi es-Sant, 
from the hills to the east to the Mediterranean on the west. 

 
Photo Credit: www.generationword.com/Israel/elah 

“Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to battle, and 
were gathered together at Shochoh, which belongeth to Judah, 
and pitched between Shochoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 

And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and 
pitched by the valley of Elah, and set the battle in array against 
the Philistines. And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the 
one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side: 

and there was a valley between them.” 

1 Samuel 17:1-3 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Beth Shemesh and Valley of Sorek 

   (You will not be stopping here on tour) 
Beth Shemesh, meaning "house of the sun," was a small town on the border 
between Judah and the Philistines.  

The Sorek Valley and Beth Shemesh were the site of two important biblical 
stories, Samson in Judges 13-16 and the story of the loss and recovery of 
the Ark of the Covenant to the Philistines in 1 Samuel 4-6.  

Both stories occurred in this valley and both stories involve the Hebrews 
struggle with the entrapments of the pagan Philistine culture. 

 

Samson was born in between Zorah and Eshtaol to a family in the tribe or 
camps (Mahaneh) of Dan.  The coastal plain of the Mediterranean was 
home to the Philistines, also called the “Sea People”.  

The Philistines were very advanced culturally and technologically and were 
superior to the Israelites in many areas. The Hebrews lived in the mountains 
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to the east of the coastal plains. They did not have cities at this time, but 
lived in nomadic camps, in tents. The Hebrews were living under the thumb 
of the superior Philistines during this time period in history. 
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Insights – Lessons, truths and principles 
Tel Aviv & Joppa 

The modern city of Tel Aviv was founded in 1909 and today, it 
encompasses the ancient city of Joppa, or as it is known today - Jaffa. Tel 
Aviv means “the Hill of Spring” and it is the same name as the city of a 
settlement in Babylon during the Exile (Ezekiel 3:15). The Tel Aviv area 
is the largest metropolitan area in Israel in the modern day.  

Joppa served as the gateway to the Land of 
Israel in biblical times: Hiram of Tyre sent the 
cedars needed to build King Solomon’s 
Temple through the Old Jaffa Port, while the 
prophet Jonah set sail from Joppa on his ill-
fated voyage, invoking the wrath of God by 
refusing to preach to the residents of Tarshish.  

For the Christian visitor to Tel Aviv, what is arguably the most significant 
reference to Joppa is the vision of the Apostle Peter at Simon the Tanners 
house (Acts 10: 1-48).  

Visualize – Maps, diagrams and photos 
Joppa and Jonah  

A number of modern, historical 
accounts reveal incidents of people 
swallowed by whales and yet surviving.   

While photographing a mass of sardines 
off South Africa's coast in May 2019, a 
dive tour operator was swallowed by a 
whale and later spat out. Scripture 
mentions Jonah as a historical person in 
2 Kings 14:25 and Luke 11:32. He is no 
fairy tale. 

Photo Credit: news.com.au 
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Day 8 Observations 
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Sea of Galilee at Sunset 
Photo Credit: Eagle Consulting Services 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 



LAND OF THE BIBLE TOURS 

Page | 145  

SOURCE CREDITS 
 
Bible Atlas by Tim Dowley 

Essential Bible Insights by Kevin Currell 

The Rock, the Road and the Rabbi by Kathie Lee Gifford 

The Holy Land for Christian Travelers by John A. Beck 

Going Places with God by Wayne Stiles 

Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus by Wayne Stiles 

Land of the Bible by John Cronshaw 

The Holy Land – The Land of Jesus by Palphot Ltd 

30 Days in the Land of Jesus by Charles H. Dyer 

How to Walk in the Footsteps of Jesus and the Prophets by Hela 
Crown-Tamir 

With all your Heart by Ray Vander Laan 

Death and Resurrection by Ray Vander Laan 

Walk as Jesus Walked by Ray Vander Laan 

Life and Ministry of the Messiah by Ray Vander Laan 

Promised Land by Ray Vander Laan 

Israel – A Biblical Tour of the Holy Land by Neal W. May 

Arise and Walk through the Land by Roy Turkington 

Recovering Capharnaum by Stanislao Loffreda 

Daily Life at the time of Jesus by Miriam Feinberg Vamosh 

Photography - Pictorial Library of Bible Lands – BiblePlaces.com 

 

  



LAND OF THE BIBLE TOURS  

Page | 146 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Email: kurt@landofthebible.org  


