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Tour Information 
Newsletter #6 

Deepen your knowledge of Jesus and the Bible 

 

Shalom fellow traveler, 

Soon you tour will begin, and I wanted to give you some more tour tips in this final 

information newsletter to help you in your last-minute preparations for Israel.  

Floating in the Dead Sea 

If you are planning to experience a dip in the 

Dead Sea there are a few things to remember 

as you enjoy floating on water without 

making any effort and gain a few health 

benefits along the way. Seriously, you don’t 

need to make any effort, just lie down in the 

water and enjoy! In fact, you may actually 

need to make an effort to get your feet to 

touch the bottom. People often take a picture 

reading a newspaper in the water. It’s easy to 

take our hands out of the water as you don’t 

need them to stay afloat. It is a really fun and 

unique experience that you need to try at least once in your life. My suggestion is to bring 

an old pair of shorts and t-shirt that you can throw away after you have been in the 

Dead Sea. You probably don’t want to bring them home with you! Here are a few safety tips 

that will help you learn a little more about it and enjoy it safely. 
 

Tip 1: Protect your feet. Due to the layer of crystals covering the entire shore and 

bottom of the sea, walking in and out of the water can be challenging if you’re barefoot. It 

might be a good idea to bring water shoes or old thongs/sandals to protect your feet from 

sharp edges. 
 

Tip 2: No splashing and definitely don’t dive. You definitely don’t want to get that 

water in your eyes. Dead Sea water is almost 10 times saltier than that of a typical sea. So, if 

you think getting some sea water in your eyes is unpleasant, it hurts. A lot. 
 

Tip 3: Don’t swallow any water or swim face down. The only safe way to swim 

here is on your back for the same reasons we described above. Splashing some water in your 

eyes can be so painful that you’ll panic and have a hard time getting out of the water. Don’t 

get your face wet at all, it can be quite dangerous. 
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Tip 4: Don’t shave. The water is so rich in minerals that they can cause you a lot of pain 

if you have any cuts or open wounds. Try not to shave a day or two before bathing in the 

Dead Sea. Think of it as putting A LOT of salt into the tiny cuts shaving can cause on your 

skin.  
 

Tip 5:  How long can you float in the Dead Sea? Don’t stay in the water longer 

than 10-15 minutes. Because of the salts and minerals, your skin will get very soft and you 

can get cut on the crystals easily. It can also be an overwhelming experience for your body 

as a whole. You can get out and go back in but each time should not be longer than 10-15 

minutes. Rinse off with regular water as soon as you get out. There are plenty of freshwater 

showers around the beach area. 
 

Tip 6: Do a Dead Sea mud bath! You can buy a pack of Dead Sea mud anywhere 

along the shore. Apply the mud to your body, let it set in for a while, then rinse it off in the 

water. The minerals absorb through your skin and will do wonders for it! Just make sure you 

wear an old or dark colored clothes set for this as the mud stains. Better still have some 

clothes you can throw away after. 
 

Tip 7: Be careful with your equipment. Even your waterproof camera or GoPro are 

not safe in the extremely salty water. So be sure to keep any electronics away from the water. 

 

Baptisms in the Jordan River 

You will be visiting a place called Yardenit on the Jordan 

River. There we will be conducting baptisms as part of our 

experience there. We will be doing both Commitments for 

those who want to get baptized for the first time and 

Affirmations for those who would like to have the experience 

of being baptized in the Jordan! 

The water is kept pristine for baptism and the quality of the 

water is of the same high standard as the Sea of Galilee. The 

water is constantly checked by the Ministry of Health and it is 

safe to immerse oneself at this location. 

Entry to the site is free and there is no charge for conducting 

baptismal ceremonies. However, in order to sustain a 

respectable and spiritual atmosphere, the site management 

require all people being baptized to wear special white 

baptismal robes during their baptism. These can be 

rented on site for a small fee. You will receive a white baptismal robe (on loan), a towel (on 

loan), and entrance to the hot showers and change facility. Also note that shorts and a T-shirt 

or swim suits must be worn under the robe. 
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Hezekiah’s Tunnel 

Whilst I am mentioning “getting 

wet” in the Dead Sea and the 

Jordan River, there will also be 

an opportunity, only if you 

want to, to get your feet wet 

walking through Hezekiah’s 

tunnel in Jerusalem. The 

curving tunnel is 583 yards 

long. Although the tunnel is 

narrow and low in parts, you can 

wade through it; the water is 

normally between 1 to 3 feet 

deep. The tunnel is as little as 2 

feet wide at some points.    
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Some Final Tour Tips 

It makes sense to prepare yourself beforehand so that you get the most from your experience 

in Israel. But after you arrive in Israel, there are a number of ways you can ensure you get the 

most from your Holy Land tour.   The following 7 tips include both practical and spiritual ways 

to maximize your experience every single day you’re there. 

 

Tip 1 – Take pictures of people, not just places 

Going to Israel is about places, to be sure. After all, 

there’s nothing like learning the Word of God right 

where it happened. But the trip is more than 

places. Each time the bus stops, you’ll be tempted 

simply to snap pictures of the places you see. 

That’s fine, but you can buy those kinds of pictures 

(and they’ll be much better than those you’ll take). 

What kind of pictures can’t you buy? Pictures of 

YOU in the Holy Land. Ask someone to take 

pictures of YOU and of those traveling with you. 

People also give scale to pictures. 

 

Tip 2 – Create a system to label your photos 

You think you’ll remember the place names and stops, but you won’t. You will take hundreds 

of pictures. Make notes in your Tour Journal about the photos you took and where you took 

them. You can also Geotag your photos. Use the bus Wi-Fi and if you have a Smart Phone, 

be sure to make your last picture at each site one you snap on the bus—connected to Wi-Fi. 

That way your final photo Geotags the site.  

 

Tip 3 – Take pictures with your heart 

Yes, take pictures. But not just with your camera. Be 

sure to stop and drink in the wonder. On your tour, 

time is always measured, of course. But after the 

teaching time, take a deep breath and ponder the 

significance of the place. When you stay at the Sea 

of Galilee, get up before everyone else and watch 

the sunrise over the Golan Heights. In Jerusalem, 

keep in mind you’re in the city where the universe 

was redeemed. Where YOU were redeemed. Be 

sure you remember to stand for a few full minutes of silence and just gaze on the panorama 

of the city. Drink it in with your heart. Pray with your eyes wide open. Taking pictures with the 

heart is an essential part of your Holy Land tour.  
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Tip 4 – Be a one another Christian 

Jesus said, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved 

you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 

have love one to another.” John 13:34-35. This is God’s expectations of you—even in the 

Holy Land. Determine each day that you will be an encourager, not a complainer. Remain a 

servant. Let others go first. Be nice, even if others aren’t. Love one another! 

 

Tip 5 – Determine to be on time and keep up with the group 

The sun doesn’t stand still over Gibeon any 

longer. When a group moves slowly, and time 

runs out, you have to start dropping sites from 

the itinerary. Every tour has stragglers. Some lag 

behind because they’re physically unable to 

climb stairs, walk briskly, or navigate uneven 

terrain. If that’s you, it would be a good idea to 

connect with your tour guide at the beginning of 

the tour and ask what sites are physically 

demanding. For those places, it would be 

courteous of you to remain with the bus. Other 

people straggle because it’s a personality trait or 

they’re simply self-absorbed. They simply don’t 

realize keeping up boils down to common courtesy. The tour can only move as fast as its 

slowest person. Don’t be that person. 

 

Tip 6 – Read and review your Tour Journal before the tour day begins 

You will receive a Tour Journal written especially for your tour. This will allow you to prepare 

beforehand for each day of the tour. The journal has scriptures to read that match the day’s 

itinerary, a daily devotional and information about the sites. 
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You will glean many spiritual insights from your Holy Land tour—more than you can imagine. 

You will process it better if you’ll journal daily.  So, carry your journal with you every day to 

jot down thoughts at each site.  If you are the type of person who likes to write a lot of notes, 

maybe consider bringing an additional notebook with you as well.  

 

In your Tour Journal there is space each day to write about your discoveries and lessons 

learnt. Write what God is teaching you. Write your prayers down. Don’t write to be read by 

others. Write for you. Make journaling part of your routine on tour. You could do it first thing 

in the morning, or perhaps, each night before you turn out the light.  

 

Tip 7 – Ask Questions  

Your guides and I love questions. Ask about the sites. Likely, you’ll hear this anyway. But if 

something doesn’t click, ask about a site’s history and geography—and record your thoughts 

in your journal. Ask about insights for the site’s biblical significance. Write it down.  Be sure 

and get the most from your trip—and ask questions. 

 

You are in for a tremendous journey. You will never be the same! 

 
God Bless, 

Kurt 
Tour Host 

 

 

 


